Clues for Reading the Land

(“Forensic Forestry”)

	Earthen Features
	Vegetation Clues

	  Road Beds
	  Dead Trees (Infestations)

	  Trails
	  Tree Ring History (Dendrochronology)

	  RR Beds
	  Stumps

	  Charcoal Hearths (Pits)
	  Branch Whorls (Pines/Spruce/Fir)

	  Landings
	  Tree Sizes (Forest Structure)

	  Plow Lines
	  Non-Native Species (Plantings/Invasives)

	  Gravel Pits
	  Tree Blazes

	  Mine Tailings
	  Burn Scars

	  Clay Pits
	  Logging Scars

	  Trenches
	  Trunk Shape

	  Soil Surface Clues
	  Branch Size/Retention/Wolf Trees

	  Ruts
	  Grasses/Forbs/Ferns

	  Soil Deposition
	  Stand Changes

	  Dams (Beaver/Human)
	  Upper Stem Damage (Ice/Wind)

	  Stones Shapes/Wear/Origin
	  Pine Plantations

	
	  Dead and Down Logs

	
	  Apples/Cherries

	
	  Stump Sprouts

	Artifacts
	  Pits and Mounds (Blow down)

	  Stone Walls/Foundations/Pines/Markers
	  Vegetation Changes (Abrupt/Gradual)

	  Spring Improvements
	  Species Composition

	  Barb Wire/Fencing
	  Residual Trees (Species/Size)

	  Insulators
	  Nurse Logs

	  Tell-Tale Trash
	

	  Dumps(Charcoal/Bottles/Iron/Shards, etc)
	

	  Logging Debris (Rings/Chain/Cables?
	

	     Horse Shoes/Leather)
	Site

	  Mineral Exploration (Drilling/Diggings)
	  Soils

	  Old Signs
	  Topography

	  Indian Artifacts
	  Drainage

	  Bridges
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Resources

Reading the Forested Landscape: A Natural History of New England

Tom Wessels, 1997. The Countryman Press, PO Box 748, Woodstock, VT 05091

(Rather provincial, but insightful. Helps to see the fine points of reading the land)

Reading the Landscape of America

May Theilgaard Watts. 1957. Nature Study Guild Publishers (reprint 1999), PO 10489, Rochester, NY  14610-0489

(A classic tale, which will excite your sense of the land.  Fun reading.)

The Trees in My Forest

Bernd Heinrich. 1998.  Harper Collins Publishing.  

(An easy read that will get you thinking about your trees and how they interact with the landscape over time.)

The Eternal Frontier: An Ecological History of North America and Its Peoples

Timothy Flannery. 2001.  Grove/Atlantic Publishing 

(A rapid review of North American natural history, that begins 92 million years ago and brings you today.)

Reading the Mountains of Home

John Elder. 1998. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

(Based on Robert Frost’s Directive (1947), this book interprets the Bristol Cliffs of Vermont through a reading of the poem and the land it describes.)

A year in the Main Woods

Bernd Heinrich. 1994. Addison-Wesley Publishing Company.  

(It will draw you will help you become sensitive to the seasons in the forests around you.) 
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