9/12/2018

Best Practices for Hosting a
Woods Walk
Creating an Exceptional Educational Event
Nancy Baker, Forest Landowner, PA Forest Steward
Allyson Muth, Center for Private Forests at Penn State

Why a Walk?
• Makes the forest accessible
• Gets people out, experiencing the woods
• Builds the connection to the woods
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Goals for a Walk in the Woods
• Engage the public to understand:
• The many benefits of trees and forests
• The dynamic nature of the forest
• Woodland professionals and foresters are uniquely qualified to
help maintain the integrity of the forest, while providing many
benefits for society.
• Private woodland owners have multiple and diverse goals for their
land, and that their efforts to care well for the woods result in
benefits that we all enjoy.

Goals for a Walk in the Woods
• Help people understand why we should care about the
forests
• “How we care” to illustrate the concept of working woods
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Goals for a Walk: Using Forest History
• Understanding today’s forests
through their history of use
• Management needed because
much of the forest is the same
age.
• Efforts to restore young forest

Goals for a Walk: Using Forest Values
• There is no single acre of forest
that has not been impacted by
humans.
• Conserving viewsheds
• Maintaining biodiversity
• Protecting/creating habitat for
wildlife
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Goals for a Walk: Using Forest Products and
Economics
• In Pennsylvania the wood
products industry is a multi‐
billion dollar industry.
• We manage forests to provide a
continuous stream of products
• Increase forest resilience
• Diversity in age
• Diversity in species
• Sustainability

• Create conditions for non‐timber
forest products

Goals for a Walk: Using Forest Ecology
• The forest ecosystem is a very complex
system.
• Many challenges to its health and
resilience
• Invasive plants
• Insects and diseases
• Poor practices

• When caring for the woods, landowners
and foresters also consider
•
•
•
•
•
•

Insects and diseases
effects of competing vegetation
impacts on water
diversity of age, structure, and species
wildlife habitat
etc.
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Planning the Message
• What do you want to share? What are ways you can illuminate the
message?
• What are the different ways the woods work for you? Related to
YOUR walk on YOUR land – personalize the story.
• Tell your personal “why” and share your passion behind the woods

The Takeaway
• What is the one thing (or two things) you want people to take away
from your event?
• Repeat it
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Audience
• Assume an event would be open to the public,
• BUT, if that’s not comfortable for you, consider:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Neighbors
Family
Colleagues
Scout or other organized youth groups
Natural resources professionals
Government officials
Local groups of which you are a member
Church
Other business leaders in your community

Location
• Places that illustrate the story you want to tell
• Distance
• Access
• Accessibility
• Parking
• Facilities
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Location
• Your Woods
• State Parks
• State Gamelands
• State Forest
• Municipal or County Forests and Watersheds
• Woodland Owners Associations
• Tree Farms
• Conserved Lands
• Even backyard forests and urban landscapes

Assistance
• Partner with a resource professional or
organization to be sure your message and
facts are accurate.
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Assistance
• Your forester or wildlife biologist
• State foresters
• Consulting forester professional organizations
• Society of American Foresters
• Association of Consulting Foresters

Assistance
• Conservation Organizations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Audubon
Quality Deer Management Association
Ruffed Grouse Society
Wild Turkey Federation
County Conservation Districts
Watershed Associations
Land Trusts and Conservancies

• Many are willing to help
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Logistics of the Walk
• Safe
• Clear
• Hazards – avoid or mark well
• Guided walk or open house with stations in the woods
• Maps
• Timing of walk

Logistics of the Walk
• Pets
• Use of UTVs
• Cell phone coverage
• Emergency plans
• Refreshments
• Supervision of children
• Alternative routes for near water’s edge
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Insurance and Liability
• Pennsylvania’s Recreational Use of Land and Water Act (RULWA 1966 – amended
in 2007)
• Limits the liability, resulting from personal injury or property damage, of landowners who
make their land available to the public for recreation free of charge.

• The Act covers public and private landowners as well as organizations “in control
of the premises.” To qualify for protection, the landowner must not charge a fee
for the recreational use of the land. However, the Act does not cover an owner
“for willful or malicious failure to guard or warn against a dangerous condition,
use, structure, or activity.”
• PA Courts have limited RULWA immunity to land that remains largely in its natural
state.
• Undeveloped land ‐ Covered by Act:
• Hiking trail/footpath
• (voluntary monetary donations or in‐kind contributions (e.g. venison) can affect immunity)

Insurance and Liability
• National Woodland Owners Association
• Tree Farm
• Society of American Foresters
• Release forms or waivers
• One‐day riders under Homeowners or Farm/Woodlot umbrella policy
• Insurance is always better
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Activities for Adults
• Tree Identification
• Viewing different types of harvests
• Building bird/bat boxes
• Wildlife habitat
• Tree planting
• Trail clean‐up
Photo by Sarah Egidi
Photo by Sue Schiemer

Activities for Children
• Project Learning Tree (https://www.plt.org/)
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https://www.plt.org/activities‐for‐families/walking‐in‐the‐forest/
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https://www.plt.org/trainings/

Activities for Children
• Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s
BirdSleuth K‐12 program
(http://www.birdsleuth.org/free‐resources/)
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Activities for Children
• Other Resources
• Homeschooling Resources
• Penn State Extension’s Resources
for Teachers
• https://ecosystems.psu.edu/youth

• Scavenger Hunts

Shared by Jane Swift

Advertising and Marketing
• Community calendars
• News or press releases (elevate with pictures)
• Extension columns in local papers
• Personal invitations
• Local radio
• Paid advertising
• Social media
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Takeaways
• Handouts
• Publications
• Mementos

Walk in Penn’s Woods
• Statewide day of woods walks on the first Sunday in October.
• October 7, 2018
www.walkinpennswoods.org
• Rain or shine
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Walk in Penn’s Woods

2017
64 WALKS,
46 COUNTIES,
1,000+ STRONG!

Walk in Penn’s Woods
• Sign up to lead a Walk
(https://sites.psu.edu/walkinpennswoods/host‐a‐walk/)

• Advertising
• Statewide map with walks
• Signs
• Resource guides and other handouts for walk hosts to
share with participants
• Evaluations
• Facebook
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Questions?
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