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TRAININGS - | CURRICULUM - | GREENSCHOOLS - | RESOURCES - | NEWS & STORIES - |
ABOUTUS -

WALKING IN THE FOREST

FAMILY ACTIVITY: FIELD, FOREST, AND STREAM

Compare different environments o understand how nonliving elements can
influence living elements within an ecosystem.

VIEW FAMILY ACTIVITY

FAMILY ACTIVITY: HAVE SEEDS, WILL TRAVEL

Observe, callect, and classify plant seeds.

VIEW FAMILY ACTIVITY

FAMILY ACTIVITY: EVERGREENS IN WINTER

Touch, smell, see, hear, and taste winter using this activity.

VIEW FAMILY ACTIVITY

FAMILY ACTIVITY: HOW PLANTS GROW

Find out what plants need to functicn and grow using this activity.

VIEW FAMILY ACTIVITY

Project

Learning

Tree' TRAININGS - | CURRICULUM - | GREENSCHOOLS - | RESOURCES - | NEWS & STORIES - |
ABOUT US -

FAMILY ACTIVITY: THE FALLEN LOG

It'’s amazing how many things live in and on rotting logs. In this activity, kids become familiar with some of those organisms by abserving

fallen lags. Theyll gain an understanding of how decomposition takes place and a better appreciation for micro-habitats and communities.

Doing the Activity
Take & walk in the woods with your family and look for a fallen log or rotting tree stump, Conduct a thought exercise by asking, “What
happens to a wree after it dies?” Investigate the answer by using powers of observation:

How did the tree die and how long has it been dead?
Are there signs of animals, including insects, in, on, or around the log? How about plants?
How are they interconnected?
Where do these living things get the nutrients they need to survive?
Be careful not to disturb the habitat as you observe. You could use a digital camera—or sketchbook—to record pictures of anything you see. Use
field guides or the internet to identify and research them later. Finally, brainstorm ways in which the forest ecosystem benefits from the fallen
log you examined.
Children’s Book Recommendation
* What's Under the Log?
by Anne Hunter
ISBN:0305754068
A story boaok that illustrates many creatures a child could find under a fallen log.

Downlead this Activity
Get the Full Activity

This family activity is adapted from Project Learning Tree's PreKk-8 Environmental Education Activity Guide which can be obtained through an in-person professional development

waorkshop or online course.
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HIGH-QUALITY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Enhance your teaching skills and become comfortable teaching ouzdoors - in urban, suburban, or rural enviranments. Receive multr-disciplinary, hands-on lessons aligned with state
and national academic standards. Put the materials to use right away in your own classroom, playground, or nature center.

EXAMPLES OF DUR TRAININGS

) i

DAY-LONG IN-PERSON WORKSHOP AFTER SCHOOL SUMMER INSTITUTES

2 @ iy

ONLINE INSERVICE PRESERVICE

5 GUIDING PRINCIPLES R
nal develooment offerines are erounded in best oractit nd each eventis intentionally designed to Intemet access
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| Flap to the Future Lesson Plan

A=Y 2 1
BirdSleuth Explorer’s Guidebook Investigating Evidence
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I SPY WD AVMAL CLUES

Fake a walk, (. the woods and see
what tnferesting things you can Spy.
Put an JCon each wild  ndns sweine & F
angnal Sign or home Yo if
See or hear as qoul uralk .

FEATHER
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