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American ginseng
Panax quinquefolius



Wholesale ginseng price trends
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Plant species “in danger of population decline within this 
Commonwealth because of their beauty, economic value, 

use as a cultivar or other factors which indicate that persons 
may seek to remove these species from their native 

habitats.”



“Top 20” county harvest ranks: 1991-2010 totals
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Product appearance is important 

$5-30/lb

$225-1,000/lb
$10-400/lb
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one-prong

two-prong

two-prong

three-prong

three-prong

four-prong
seedling

Growth stages in American ginseng



tri-foliate or ternate
seedling stage



palmately-compound
= “prong”

















Persons and Davis, 2005





Agroforestry

“Forest farming”













Yer patch…



“High-grading”



“Seed plants”





Allium tricoccum
Wild leek, ramp































NY Times, April 26 2006
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Wild mushrooms

wild mushrooms



Stamets & Chilton
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Morchella esculenta
Yellow morel





Black morel
Morchella elata















American elm
Ulmus americana









Tulip poplar
Liriodendron tulipifera



www.wild purveyors.com



Cantharellus lateritius
Smooth chanterelle









Black oak

Red oak

Quercus velutina

Quercus rubra



Jack O’lantern
Omphalotus olearius



chanterelle

Jack-o-lantern





Hen of the woods
Grifola frondosa

























“Forest farming”



Ostrya virginiana
Hop hornbeam



Lentinula edodes
Shiitake















For current information about 
plant and mushroom related 
educational opportunities at 
Shavers Creek:

Shaver's Creek 
Environmental 
Center Plant Science 
Program

on facebook


