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Since its founding in 2011, the James C. Finley
Center for Private Forests at Penn State has

been recognized as a trusted leader in studying
and supporting private forest landowners,

their stewardship, and their land. The Finley
Center plays a key role in building a network of
collaboration leading to new perspectives, better
solutions, a broader reach, and more resources
for today’s natural resources challenges.

Our work in 2024 was defined by our strong,
collaborative partnerships. We continue to
strengthen our connections with private forest
landowners and cultivate our relationships
with federal, state, and local agencies, forestry

OUR
MISSION

professionals, non-governmental organizations,
academia, and many other conservation
organizations. Together we are sharing strategies
and knowledge, developing creative ways to

“Together we are working to
change the trajectory of woodland
care and management to outcomes
that cultivate stewardship and
sustainability of forests.”

— ALLYSON MUTH, FINLEY CENTER DIRECTOR

WORKING AT THE INTERSECTION OF
PEOPLE AND FORESTS, THE FINLEY
CENTER ADVANCES RESEARCH-BASED
INSIGHTS TO INSPIRE AND CULTIVATE
STEWARDSHIP OF PRIVATE FORESTS.

Building a Better Future for Forests

make good stewardship happen, turning out new
resources, and extending our impact across the
state and beyond.

We know there are more challenges to face and
a tremendous amount of work to do. As we

cultivate relationships and continue to both lead
and participate in innovative collaborations, we
are honored to be part of a growing community
working together to inspire good stewardship
across our forests.
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“.forestry is about more than trees and the environment;
more importantly, it is about people. We don’t manage forests
because they need it. We manage forests because of people.”

— JIM FINLEY, FINLEY CENTER CO-FOUNDER




“The foundational operating principle of the Finley Center is
that it solves problems and addresses challenges identified
by landowners and stakeholders alike. To be successful

in that space, we seek to engage numerous and diverse
partners, including landowners, to help all be successful in
improving forest stewardship and land care.”

— ALLYSON MUTH, FINLEY CENTER DIRECTOR

CONTINUED COLLABORATIONS WITH PROFESSIONALS
INCLUDING PA DCNR, USDA FOREST SERVICE, AND
WITHIN PENN STATE TO CREATE MORE VALUABLE

STEWARDSHIP RESOURCES FOR FOREST LANDOWNERS



From the Director

Dear friends,

If you’ve reviewed
any publications
from the James C.
Finley Center for
Private Forests at
Penn State in the
past (e.g., previous
annual reports,
informational
pieces), you often
see us use the
phrase “working
at the intersection
of people and forests.” We use that language to
cover both the private forest and the private forest
landowners (and stakeholders) with whom we
work, and where we focus our research efforts
and resource creation. That intersection is ripe
with partnership and collaboration in service to
the people and the land. In this annual report, we
draw attention to the critically important partners
and collaborative efforts the Finley Center
convenes, facilitates, and participates in to make
work more impactful and that allows us to invite
partners in to the applied woodland stewardship
research space that we’ve made our hallmark.

In these pages you’ll read about the forestry
practitioners working with us to create a forest
assessment tool modeled after work done at the
University of New Hampshire, but with those

In these pages you’ll read about the forestry practitioners
working with us to create a forest assessment tool, members of
our volunteer program who underwent hours of training to be
part of a participatory action research project, collaborations to
revise and adapt tools for assessing forest resilience and create
resources for novice woodland owners, and much more.

engaged in the practice helping us adapt it to
better represent Pennsylvania’s forests. While
extending the timeline a bit, we’ve created an
open and engaging process to invite people in
(and they say they’re having fun!). You’ll read
about members of our volunteer program, the
Pennsylvania Forest Stewards, who underwent
hours of training in human subjects research to
be part of a participatory action research project
benchmarking Pennsylvania’s forest stewardship
volunteer program against those around the
nation. This effort, combined with a survey of
current volunteers, helps this group make a

plan for a more resilient future for the volunteer
program. You’ll read about in-state and regional
collaborations to revise and adapt tools for
assessing forest resilience, and to create resources
aimed at helping novice or beginning woodland
owners get started caring well for their land, and
much more.

The foundational operating principle of the
Finley Center is that it solves problems and
addresses challenges identified by landowners
and stakeholders alike. To be successful in that
space, we seek to engage numerous and diverse
partners, including landowners, to help all be
successful in improving forest stewardship and
land care. The intersection of people and forests
is rich for collaboration, and we are grateful to all
who work with us in this space.

~)
Allyson Muth
Finley Center Director



Strong, collaborative partnerships have always
been at the core of the Finley Center’s mission
to inspire forest landowners to action. Much

of our work happens in partnership with other
groups and organizations as we strive together
to influence caring well for our forests. That

is why we cultivate robust relationships and
seek to both lead and participate in innovative
collaborations. Only through a collective effort
will the necessary work be accomplished to
ensure a healthy, resilient forested landscape.

“The Finley Center for Private
Forests is one of our most valued
partners in advancing private
forestland stewardship and
forest landowner services. Our
long-standing relationship with
the Center—with its leadership,
research, and considerable
partner network—benefits
Pennsylvania and its forests

in so many ways. We couldn’t
get our work done without our
partnership with the Center.”

— SETH CASSELL, PA STATE FORESTER AND
DIRECTOR, PA DCNR BUREAU OF FORESTRY

Partnering to Inspire Stewardship

Together we are shaping the future of our forests

WE WORK ON... WITH...

Forest Assessment Project

Pennsylvania Forest Stewardship Program

Pennsylvania Forest Resilience Checklist

Forest Landowners Surveys

Social and Ecological Capacity of
Small and Medium Forests for Ecosystem Services

Forest Owner Climate and Carbon
Education (FOCCE)
Conservation-based Estate Planning

Woodland Stewardship Innovation Team:
Welcome to Your Woods Publication

The Woods in Your Backyard (online course)

Woodland Stewardship: Guided Engagement
with Your Land (hybrid course)

Sustainable Timber Harvesting
Walk in Penn’s Woods

Centre County Master Naturalists Program

Pennsylvania’s Forestry Community
PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry, USDA Forest Service

USDA Forest Service, USDA Northern Forests
Climate Hub, Northern Institute of Applied Climate
Science, Environmental Policy Goddard Chair Group,
Penn State Extension (FOCCE), Foundation for
Sustainable Forests

PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry, USDA Forest Service

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture;
Penn State Department of Ecosystem Science
and Management Faculty

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture;
Penn State Department of Ecosystem Science
and Management Faculty

Pennsylvania’s Land Trust Community

PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry and Partners
Penn State Extension

Penn State Extension

Pennsylvania Sustainable Forestry Initiative®
Implementation Committee
9-member Walk in Penn’s Woods Partnership

ClearWater Conservancy;
Pennsylvania Master Naturalists




Forest Resilience Checklist

Developing a practical tool to assess forest resilience

Maintaining a healthy forest in the face of
changing conditions is getting harder for
Pennsylvania’s private forest landowners.

The Finley Center, USDA Forest Service, Penn
State Department of Ecosystem Science and
Management, and Foundation for Sustainable
Forests are working together to develop a useful
tool for landowners, as they work with a natural
resources professional, to quickly and easily
assess the resilience of their woods, identify risk
factors, and learn ways to reduce risk.

An October workshop brought landowners to the
table to test the tool hands-on in the woods. A set

of one-page checklists and actions sheets covers
four categories: property level considerations,
forest diversity and composition, forest structure,
and tree regeneration. Participants provided
valuable feedback which is currently being
incorporated into the tool.

Adapted from The Nature Conservancy and
Cornell Cooperative Extension, this resource is
targeted for publication in 2025 under the title,
Keep Penn’s Woods Healthy: A Tool to Assess Risk
and Resilience in Changing Forests.

The workshop was funded by the Finley Center, Environmental Policy Goddard Chair Group, and Penn State Extension’s Forest

Owner Climate and Carbon Education (FOCCE) Program.

- “It addresses most of the major problems facing Pennsylvania’s

forests.”

- “| liked its utility beyond climate. | hope to use it in the context
of restoring degraded stands.”

« “A comprehensive way to evaluate forest health challenges.”

- “Areally good starting point, a great conversation starter.”

« “A great tool to educate landowners.”

— WHAT PENNSYLVANIA FOREST LANDOWNERS WERE SAYING
ABOUT THE CHECKLIST AFTER THE OCTOBER WORKSHOP

Why Is This Important?

Actions forest landowners take today

can help their woods be more resilient,
healthy, and productive in the face of
changing conditions. This tool provides
key checklists to help identify potential
risks and strategies to address areas that
need improvement. Its user-friendly format
will enhance its use among landowners
and forestry professionals.




The Finley Center is playing a key role in bringing
practicing foresters, agencies, and stakeholders
together from across Pennsylvania’s forestry
community to create a baseline assessment of
forest condition and the types of timber harvests
occurring in the state.

Following methodologies piloted by the
University of New Hampshire and using Forest
Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data from the USDA
Forest Service, this work is focused on:

« establishing a current baseline of forest
condition and practices;

« creating a definitive process to accurately
measure trends for years to come.

Our less conventional approach of including
practicing foresters on the research team is
providing unique, boots-on-the-ground insight
that we expect will yield a more accurate picture
of the state of our forests. “We’re inviting the
practitioners who make the decisions about
what happens on the ground to be in this project
with us,” Finley Center director Allyson Muth
said. “That says a lot about the community that
we’re a part of and their willingness to invest in
this effort.” The transparency, open dialog, and
relationship-building among all team members

reflects the synergy that continues to build across

Pennsylvania’s forestry community.

Forest Assessment Project

Tracking the current condition and trajectory of Pennsylvania’s forests

Why Is This Important?

By establishing a process to assess trends
in forest condition and forest practices that
can be repeated over time, we can show
the trajectory—positive and negative—of
Pennsylvania’s forests. This critical data
will allow more rapid detection of and
response to changing conditions and
provide a way to measure intervention
results over time. Work continues in 2025.

This work was funded by a grant from the USDA Forest Service
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funding and the PA DCNR Bureau
of Forestry.

“Results from analyses such as these are important components
to help inform a broader discussion on the overall condition,
health, and sustainability of Pennsylvania’s forests. True to its
mission, a core team at the Finley Center, in collaboration with
key stakeholders and partners, is working at the intersection

of people and forests to advance the long-term stewardship of

Pennsylvania’s forest resource.”

— PAUL ROTH, PROJECT MANAGER



Our Work with Students and Faculty

Strengthening connections, equipping tomorrow’s professionals

Advancing Student Experiences

Cultivating student experiences is an important
part of the Finley Center’s mission. Through
research opportunities and internships, the
Center is expanding students’ understanding
of how private forest landowners engage with
and care for their land and equipping them
with the skills, resources, and connections
needed to inspire effective stewardship.

Forestry Faculty Open House

In April 2024, Penn State Department of
Ecosystems and Science Management’s
forestry faculty hosted a full-day open house
for over two dozen stakeholders and 18 faculty.
This facilitated listening session was designed
to reengage Penn State’s forestry faculty with
partners and stakeholders and strengthen
relationships. Faculty received valuable
comments, feedback, and recommendations
about how they, as a department, can better
work and collaborate with Pennsylvania’s
forestry community.

Finley Center director Allyson Muth served on
the planning committee, three Finley Center
Council members attended as stakeholders,
and the Finley Center provided resources to
make the event happen.

Forest Landowners Survey

In late 2021 into 2022, we set out to capture
voices from both large and small private forest
landowners through a comprehensive Forest
Landowners Survey sent to 6,600 households
throughout the state. We heard from generational
landowners, landowners who recently retired
with time and resources, new landowners who
found and purchased their own small piece of
Penn’s Woods, and many more.

Led by Ph.D. candidate Sasha Soto, we spent
two-plus years compiling and analyzing data,
evaluating results, and comparing these results
to past surveys. Key findings show there is
tremendous opportunity for landowners to

make well-informed management decisions for a
healthy, resilient forest. But, to effectively engage
landowners, work must be done to overcome
barriers and bridge the gaps between landowners
and the assistance that can help them care for
their woods.

Sasha’s work will culminate in three papers to be
submitted for publication in 2025:

+ Apolicy paper focused on structural and
policy barriers that impact how service
foresters can work with private forest
landowners and the challenges created in
how these landowners would like to work
with professionals.

+ An applied research paper addressing the
barriers preventing private forest landowners
from seeking or getting help to manage their
forest.

« Amodeling paper examining landowner
values and behaviors with respect to property
size across Pennsylvania’s forested landscape.

These survey results will continue to inform the
work of forestry professionals as they partner
to meet the expanding needs of Pennsylvania’s
private forest landowners and improve care and
stewardship of private forests.

This work is funded by the USDA Forest Service, the PA
DCNR Bureau of Forestry, and the Finley Center Endowment,
and supported by the USDA National Institute of Food

and Agriculture and Hatch Appropriations under Project
#PEN04791 and Accession #7001878.




In 2024, over 500 trained volunteers served as
“boots on the ground” across the state, investing
thousands of hours building relationships,
sharing their knowledge, advocating for forests in
their communities, and connecting landowners
to the resources and advisors to help them care
well for their woods. Our surveys show that a
volunteer typically spends dozens of hours a year
in outreach. Their outreach activities include
talking one-on-one with fellow landowners,
sharing with youth, leading woodland owners
associations, presenting to government

officials, writing articles, heading up tours and
educational programs, and assisting natural
resources professionals.

The strength of this award-winning peer
volunteer program, now in its 34th year, lies in the
cooperative effort of the Finley Center, Penn State
Extension, the USDA Forest Service, the PA DCNR
Bureau of Forestry, and the rest of Pennsylvania’s
forestry community.

Pennsylvania Forest Steward Volunteers

Helping fellow woodland owners care well for their woods

Why Is This Important?

When learning from someone who shares
similar experiences, who understands first-
hand the challenges, and who has come
up with solutions to those challenges, it
builds strong connections and community.
This is what makes the Pennsylvania
Forest Stewards volunteer program so
powerful: landowners who care deeply
about the woods and are trained in forest
stewardship entering into conversations
with fellow landowners, spreading the story
and ethic of caring well for our forests.

This work is funded by USDA Forest Service Forest Stewardship grants and is a cooperative effort of the
Finley Center for Private Forests, Penn State Extension, the USDA Forest Service, the Pennsylvania DCNR
Bureau of Forestry, representatives of the forest products industry, and various environmental and
conservation organizations that support the Pennsylvania Forest Stewardship Program.

“This program provides cutting edge research on forest
sustainability and silviculture. It offers a wealth of resources to
enable anyone to find answers to any questions a landowner,
interested citizen, or educator may need to spread the word on
practical ways to impact the future health of Pennsylvania’s forests.”

— PENNSYLVANIA FOREST STEWARD VOLUNTEER



Our Story: Reviving a Woodland Owners Association

By Brian Whalen, PA Forest Steward Class of ‘24

The founding of a new woodland owners
association, the Southern Appalachian Woodland
Network in Pennsylvania, or SAWN-PA, is a direct
result of the Pennsylvania Forest Stewards
volunteer program’s class of 2024 training. Mark
Yarish, John McHenry, and | joined 17 others for

a four-day weekend of classroom sessions and
hands-on field work to learn how best to practice
sustainable forest management.

Although all three of us live in the south central
part of the state, we did not know each other.
During the training, we discovered that we shared
some common interests. Mark, for example, at
one time owned a cabin just on the other side of
the mountain near my house—a place I hike by
often. We shared stories of hiking the same areas
of the mountain. John and I live in Cumberland
County and have been CEOs of non-profit
organizations, so we had commonalities in our
careers. And all three of us discovered a shared
love of wildlife.

“As we went through the training, Mark, John, and | realized our
region of the state no longer had an active woodland owners

At the end of the training, we were asked to
outline and present projects in which we could
put our learning to practical use in our new roles
as trained volunteers. It was Mark who came up
with the brilliant idea of reviving a woodland
owners association for our area.

The first thing we did after the training was
contact members of the region’s woodland group
that had folded several years before. They all
thought that starting a new association was a

group. We wanted to change that and build a community where
forest landowners can come together, have opportunities to
learn, and successfully steward their land through today’s
challenges. That’s why we’re excited to launch Southern
Appalachian Woodland Network in Pennsylvania in 2025

— BRIAN WHALEN, PA FOREST STEWARD AND SAWN-PA CO-FOUNDER

great idea—it had become too much of a time
commitment for them, and new energy and
leadership was needed. Our complementary skill
sets enabled us to pour into the project, and we
are excited to serve the people and communities
located in Adams, Cumberland, Franklin, and
nearby counties when we launch in 2025. The
program not only gave birth to SAWN-PA, it also
sparked a wonderful friendship among the three
of us!

Left to right: Brian Whalen,
Mark Yarish, John McHenry.




Pennsylvania Forest Stewards Volunteer Program Futuring Project

For the past 18 months, a team of Pennsylvania
Forest Steward volunteers, guided by Finley
Center staff and natural resources professionals,
conducted a research project to evaluate the
program and set it up for future success. After
undergoing training in performing interviews,
analyses, and human subject research, these
volunteers conducted benchmarking interviews
with peer program coordinators around the
nation, surveyed their fellow PA Forest Stewards,
and identified next steps for modernizing and
improving this already highly regarded program.

The team presented its findings to the PA Forest
Stewards Steering Committee in October 2024
and, building on what was learned, will develop
a dynamic and flexible updated program plan to
presentin 2025.

Why Is This Important?

Woodland parcels continue to be
subdivided and the number of forest
landowners continues to grow. In these
times of change and challenges, the role
of the trained peer volunteer is becoming
more critical to the sustainability of our
forests. This work will ensure a robust,
leading-edge program for our over 500
dedicated volunteers across the state.

500+

TRAINED PA FOREST STEWARDS
VOLUNTEERING ACROSS THE
COMMONWEALTH IN 2024

“In repositioning this 34-year-old program that works at the
intersection of shifting human attitudes and changing forest
dynamics toward an effective future, we realized that our select
committee of trained forest landowner peer-to-peer volunteers
was equipped with a skill set equal to nearly any academic
challenge. Our resulting participatory action research has not
only informed the future of the Pennsylvania Forest Stewards, but
once published, can inform and benefit the direction of similar
organizations across the nation. That dedicated volunteers can be
effective influencers across the landscape is deeply satisfying!”

— NANCY BAKER, PROJECT PARTICIPANT AND
PA FOREST STEWARDS STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIR



Welcome to Your Woods

A first-rate resource for Pennsylvania’s woodland owners

With nearly 12 million acres of Pennsylvania’s private land stewardship. Together, Woodland of opportunity and things to consider for them
17 million acres of forests owned by over 700,000 Stewardship Innovation Team members are to care well for their woods. Currently in review,
private woodland owners, their decisions working to engage landowners and provide the Welcome to Your Woods is scheduled for release
significantly impact the future of these forests. resources to ensure a healthy, resilient forest. both in print and online in 2025.

In 2023, the PA Department of Conservation and Finley Center staff are leading the creation

Natural Resources (DCNR) Bureau of Forestry of Welcome to Your Woods, a collaborative

reconvened a team of partners from across publication aimed at helping Pennsylvania’s

Pennsylvania’s forestry community to focus on novice forest landowners recognize the breadth This work was funded by the PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry.

Why |Is This Important?

Every year, thousands of acres of Pennsylvania’s
forests change hands. Finding the right tools and
resources to effectively care for the land can

be challenging, especially for new landowners.
Written and reviewed by forestry professionals
and advanced landowners, Welcome to Your
Woods will quickly become a “go-to” resource for
Pennsylvania’s forest landowner community.

¥
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The future of Pennsylvania’s woodlots, both large
and small, depends in large part on the private
landowners who own 70% of the state’s forested
acres and those who guide them. The Finley
Center, with its extensive experience working at
the intersection of people and forests, serves as

a trusted resource to forest landowners, natural
resources professionals, non-governmental
organizations, policymakers, academic scientists,
and others involved in the care of Pennsylvania’s
private forests. Charitable donations play a vital
role in ensuring the Center’s capacity to meet

the needs of these many stakeholders and to
inspire stewardship of forests in Pennsylvania
and beyond.

Financial Overview

A Note About the
Finley Center’'s Endowment

The Finley Center has an endowment in place
which is designated for charitable donations
supporting our work. All funding the Center
receives into the endowment is labeled for our
exclusive use. Endowment funds are invested
by Penn State to provide income for the
Center’s future use. Gifts to the endowment
are tax-deductible.

ENDOWMENT PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT

Initial Balance, July 1, 2023

Cash Flows
Gifts and Transfers

Market Appreciation/(Depreciation)
Includes any market changes for above cash flows

Ending Balance, June 30, 2024

VALUE
$1,072,189.95

$52,025.00

$65,608.70

$1,189,823.65

Standing with the Finley Center at the intersection of people and forests

Gifts to the Finley Center

Whether a gift supports current programs or
goes into the Finley Center’s endowment for
future income, each gift strengthens our capacity
to conduct innovative research, to cultivate a
community of landowners and professionals
committed to caring well for Pennsylvania’s
private forests, and to inform policy impacting
forest health. With your support, the Finley
Center and our programs will grow and flourish.
Together, we can conserve our state’s signature
landscape for generations to come.

Ways to Support the Finley Center

To make a donation to the Finley Center, visit
ecosystems.psu.edu/give-to-private-forests.
The Center also participates in the University’s
GivingTuesday campaign, which is held annually
on the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving.

For information about other ways of supporting
the Finley Center financially, please contact:

Lauren Steinberg
Senior Director of Development
College of Agricultural Sciences
Ixs229@psu.edu
814-865-0158



Donor Stories: Building the Finley Center’s Endowment

Gifts from our donors, small and large, enable
the Finley Center to provide educational and
training opportunities for students, strengthen
programs reaching private forest landowners,
expand innovative research, develop programs
to foster effective collaboration, continue to host
and expand the biennial Forest Landowners
Conference, and provide advice and guidance
to academic and government entities. We are
grateful to all who support our work at the
intersection of people and forests.

GivingTuesday

The Finley Center joined Penn State’s 10th
GivingTuesday campaign on December 2, 2024,
raising over $11,000 for the Center’s endowment.
With a focus on raising awareness of the Center’s
contribution to forest stewardship, participation
in GivingTuesday not only brought in funds

to support the Finley Center and the students
who are a part of our work, it also provided

an opportunity to introduce the Center to the
thousands who took part in the campaign.

An Employee’s Perspective: Giving to the Work of the Center

On a brisk January day nine years ago, | sat at a
large wooden conference table as Jim Finley and
Allyson Muth, among others, interviewed me for
the position of administrative assistant. They took
turns asking those scripted interview questions
and decided to offer me the job (I am forever
grateful they did not require a typing test!). And
that began my wonderful adventure as part of the
Finley Center team.

Although I owned a few acres of very scraggly
woods—mostly sickly black cherry, black
walnut, dead elms, some nice oaks, and tons of
invasives—I knew nothing about taking care of
forests. All of that was about to change.

During my first two years with the Center, | took
part in the PA Forest Stewards basic training’s
Saturday afternoon field trip and experienced
my first Forest Landowners Conference. In 2018,
| went through the entire four-day PA Forest

Stewards basic training program and am officially
a volunteer (I have the hat to prove it!). As the
years have gone by, I've learned more, made
many friends, and have become fully committed
to the Finley Center’s mission and vision.

I’ve talked to many woodland owners on the
phone and in person, hearing their challenges,
their stories, and their deep love for their land.
And | know firsthand that, at the heart of the
Center’s work, is the desire to provide the best
answers, the help, and the connections they need
to care well for their piece of Penn’s Woods.

This is why, since my early days at the Center, |
am honored to financially support the James C.
Finley Center for Private Forests. For me, there is
no better place to work than at the intersection of
people and forests!

— BARB SELLERS, FINLEY CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Reneé’s GivingTuesday Story

“Supporting the James C. Finley Center for
Private Forests is one way | can help support
private forest landowners. These landowners
have a huge role in stewarding and sustaining
Pennsylvania’s forests. The Center’s work

to understand and work with private forest
landowners is very important to me, even
though I’'m not a private forest landowner.
The programs help ensure Pennsylvania’s
woodland landowners will have the best
information and training opportunities.
Donating to the Center on GivingTuesday is an
easy way | can support the work.”

— RENEE CAREY, GIVINGTUESDAY DONOR
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Social Media, Webinars, and Publications

Building community and delivering resources to woodland owners

The Finley Center continues to build connections
and trust among forest landowners, professionals,
and the public through social media, articles,
publications, and resources made available by
mail, online, and at events around the state.

Making Connections on Social Media

During 2024, the Finley Center continued to
build a consistent presence on Facebook and

f @finleyprivateforests

Looking Ahead: What’s Coming in 2025

« 6th Biennial Forest Landowners Conference—hosted by the Finley Center March 7 and 8,
2025 at the Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center.

« Forest Resilience Checklist—work on the publication, Keep Penn’s Woods Healthy: A Tool
to Assess Risk and Resilience in Changing Forests, will be completed.

« Forest Assessment Project—work will continue on this important process to provide a

baseline assessment of Pennsylvania’s forests.

+ Pennsylvania Forest Stewards Volunteer Program—work on the program’s futuring
project will continue; 2025 activities include two regional meetings—one in southeastern
PA and one in northwestern PA—in July 2025 and the class of 2025 training in Centre

County in September.

Instagram, sharing upcoming events, news, tips
and information for forest landowners, partner
posts, and more.

Webinars and Online Learning

Center staff continue to assist Penn State
Extension in conducting the Woodland
Stewardship: Guided Engagement with Your Land
hybrid course and The Woods in Your Backyard
online course, reaching hundreds of landowners
each year. In addition, the Finley Center’s
website, ecosystems.psu.edu/private-forests,
houses a wealth of previously recorded webinars
on forest stewardship.

Publications Released in 2024

The much-anticipated publication, Climate-
Smart Seed Sourcing for Resilient Pennsylvania
Forests by Laura Leites, Carolyn Pike, and Allyson
Muth, was released in the second quarter of
2024. Based on the work of researchers at Penn
State and the USDA Forest Service and many,
many partners, the intent behind the creation
of this resource was to provide guidance on
resource management decision-making to
support current planting goals and create
conditions for sustainable forest establishment
under future climate conditions.




2024 Finley Center Council

Council Executive Committee

Allyson Muth
Center Director;
Associate Research Professor,
Private Forests Management

Linda Finley
Council Chair;

PA Forest Stewards Volunteer;
Director, NWOA Mid-Atlantic Region;
PA Forestry Association Board;
Private Forest Landowner

Center Council Members

Nancy Baker

PA Forest Stewards Volunteer and

Steering Committee Chair;
Forest Ecologist;
Private Forest Landowner

Laura Jackson
PA Forest Stewards Volunteer;
Science Teacher (ret.);
Private Forest Landowner

Katie Ombalski
PA Forest Stewards Volunteer;
Principal, Conservation
Biologist, Woods and Waters
Consulting, LLC;
Private Forest Landowner

Byron Black
PA Forest Stewards Volunteer;
Coast Guard Officer (ret.);
Private Forest Landowner

Matthew Keefer

Assistant State Forester,
PADCNR Bureau of Forestry

Rachel Reyna
USDA Forest Service
Assistant Director of Forest Health,
Forest Markets, Cooperative
Forestry, Eastern Region

Blaine Aikin
Council Past Chair;

PA Forest Stewards Volunteer;
Founder and Principal,
Fiduciary Insights, LLC;

Private Forest Landowner

Paul Roth
Energy and Natural Resource
Consultant, Principal - Entropia LLC;
Project Manager, Finley Center;
Private Forest Landowner

Reneé Carey
PA Forest Stewards Volunteer;
Executive Director, Northcentral
Pennsylvania Conservancy

Marc Lewis
Co-owner, Dwight Lewis
Lumber Company, Inc.,
Lewis Lumber Products;
Private Forest Landowner

Amy Shields
Executive Director, Allegheny
Hardwood Utilization Group, Inc.;
Private Forest Landowner

Patrick Hulle, CF
Consulting Forester,
PH Forestry

-

Al Luloff
PA Forest Stewards Volunteer;
Professor Emeritus of Rural Sociology
and Human Dimensions of Natural
Resources and the Environment

Susan Stout
USDA Forest Service
Project Leader (ret.)

A Message from the Council Chair

| am a grateful, proud, and excited Pennsylvania forest landowner.
Although becoming a forest landowner was not on my list of things |
had planned on doing, sometimes the unplanned events in our lives can
lead us to unexpected positive possibilities. | feel my journey as a forest
landowner follows that path.

Very early in my forest landowner tenure, | had a costly and heart-
breaking experience which sent me on a path to understand how to care
for this precious piece of creation. That path led me to a community of
like-minded forest and woodland owners, and this newly discovered
forestry community encompassed a wide and impressive list of
stakeholders and partners.

A number of years have passed, and my forestry education continues.
Although there have been challenges, | remain grateful, proud, and
excited to have the opportunity and joy of being an engaged stakeholder
and partner of a greater forestry community.

For me, the Finley Center is an important part of our forestry community.
I am proud of and excited for its future. We are advancing research-based
insights to inspire and cultivate forest stewardship through partner
collaboration. We are engaging in conservation conversations, working
together, and caring well for our forests—all of which is building a larger
and stronger forestry community. For today and tomorrow, the answer is
always healthy, working forests.

I am honored to serve as the current Finley Center Council Chair and join
other Council members, partners, and stakeholders in support of the
Center’s continued work toward forest sustainability. The commitment of
time, talent, and financial support from so many of you is inspiring and
has enabled the Center to continue its mission and vision. Thank you!

— LINDA FINLEY, 2024 COUNCIL CHAIR



Finley Center Staff and Affiliates

Center Staff

Faculty and Stakeholder Affiliates

Ted Alter, Professor of Agricultural, Environmental and
Regional Economics

Margaret Brittingham, Professor Emeritus of Wildlife Resources,
Extension Wildlife Specialist

Leland Glenna, Professor of Rural Sociology and Science,
Technology, and Society

Marc McDill, Associate Professor of Forest Management

Allyson Muth Jeff Osborne Barb Sellers Laura Kirt F P Teachine Prof fEnvi p .
Center Director Forest Stewardship Administrative Marketing/ rans Padt, Teac |n'g rofessor of Environmental lar'mmg
Program Associate Assistant Communications Alex Metcalf, Associate Professor, Department of Society and
Specialist Conservation, University of Montana

Rachel Yoder Sasha Soto Erik Martin
Conference PhD Candidate, Undergraduate
Coordinator Forest Resources Student Intern

Sanford Smith, Teaching Professor in Forest Resources and
Natural Resources and Youth Extension Specialist

Kim Steiner, Professor Emeritus of Forest Biology
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AWORLD WHERE STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES SUSTAIN
O U R HEALTHY AND RESILIENT PRIVATE FORESTS WHICH
\/| S'O N CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOCIAL, ECOLOGICAL, AND
ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF SOCIETY.
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