PA-TACF Board Meeting Minutes-Draft 3
March 20, 2008
303 Forest Resources Lab

University Park, PA

Attending: Chandis Klinger, President; Tim Phelps by phone, Past President; Tracey Coulter, DCNR; Dylan Jenkins, Board Member; Sue Oram; Secretary; Sara Fitzsimmons, Breeding Coordinator; Dave Armstrong, Science Committee Chair; Tim Eck, Board Member; Jim Egenrieder, Treasurer; Tom Pugel, Science Committee member; Bill Montague, Board Member; Jim Walizer Board Member. Absent: R. Alex Day, Vice-President; Alan Tumblin, Board Member. Minutes taken by Sue Oram.

Old Business:

Treasury and Budget: Jim Egenrieder presented an overview Quickbooks (QB) to the Board. Accounts, grants, and inventory will be tracked through QB. Jim is looking into the feasibility of remote access of QB system, which will allow updates from State College.
Multi-year grant income will be divided by year on the budget, rather than lump-sum.

The Board agreed that any donation of $200 and above will receive a thank you letter from the President. Thank you letters of all other donations will continue to be produced from the Leffel Center. The Board agreed that the Treasurer will pay any invoices up to $1,000. Invoices over $1,000 will need President or Vice President approval by

 e-mail.

The Treasurer is still looking into Fidelity money market account; He has encountered difficulties with Fidelity establishing the corporate account, and will make one last attempt before dropping the issue.

The Treasurer created a task list which will reflect all Treasury activities, status, and Treasury requests. This list should help the next Treasurer.
The revised Board handbooks were distributed.  Board members were encouraged to review the handbook and request additions or updates.
Breeding Update: Sara distributed summary level detail of the 2007 harvest and 2008 planting and inoculation schedule. New partnership plantings at House Rock, Howard Nursery, and the Fallingwater Demo plot were discussed.

Fundraiser Update: The Hoss’s fundraiser is set for April 23 and 24 at participating locations. Volunteers have the vouchers. Hoss’s will send checks to PA-TACF from each location after the event.

Grant Status: PA-TACF applied for $10,000 from the Cora Brooks Foundation. Notifications will be made in May. Tim Eck was invited to apply for another Alcoa grant. The Boeing Foundation invited PA-TACF to submit a community environmental grant. Other sources being researched include: NiSource, Waste Management, and PA community foundations.
Appalachian Trail Update: Tracey and Sara will attend the Mega Transect training at Mt. Hood College on May 10. The kick-off for the AT event at Harpers Ferry is June 7. Tracey Coulter is representing PA-TACF at the event. 
PASA/DCNR Event Feedback: It was suggested that PA-TACF hold a workshop for conference attendees at next year’s PASA meeting. Tracey Coulter will report back at the next Board meeting.
Pens/Woodcrafts: PA-TACF’s supply of auction items is low. Chandis asked Chris Ditlow to provide some cutting boards for the spring meeting. Chandis Klinger moved to buy more pens according to the price break. Bill Montague seconded the motion. Motion carried. Sue Oram will contact the craftsman.

New Business
New Science Committee Chair: Dave Armstrong is the new science committee chair. He has invited the following people to be on the committee: Ann Leffel, Fed Hebard, Jim Bailey, Henry Gerhold, Kim Steiner, Paul Lupo,Sara Fitzsimmons,Dylan Jenkins,Tom Pugel, Tracey Coulter and Tim Eck. The committee will evaluate the CMS program, TACf backcross, B3F3 testing and reforestation, and American germplasm.
John Reinhardt, retired CPA: Jim mentioned that the PA-TACF taxes could be completed for $300-$400.
House Rock Memberships: Jim Walizer moved to approve the House Rock membership payment out of the Alcoa grant budget. Bill Montague seconded the motion. Motion carried. It was noted that the PA-TACF executive committee can approve/disapprove expenditures on a project, without a vote from the entire Board.
Events: Upcoming events include several Earth Day events, staffed by member volunteers. Outdoor Heritage is scheduled for April 24 and 25; A seed distribution license was obtained for this event; Ag Progress Days is scheduled for August 19-21; PA-TACF will also participate in “Spikes Day” July 18, at Lubrano Park with other environmental groups. PA-TACF will have a display booth and will sell 40 tickets to the event.
Bill Montague would like to display at the Coal Festival in Blossburg, Laurel Festival in Wellsboro, and Tioga County Fair. It was noted that some grant monies for “PA Northern Tier” outreach may cover any expenses to these events.
Raffle License: Alex Day provided information regarding raffle licenses. Jim Egenrieder moved to approve the $100 year-long license, and to raffle at a minimum of two events. Jim Walizer seconded the motion. Motioned carried.

Nut Deployment: Dave, Sara, Alex, Bill and Chandis are the members of the nut deployment committee. Chandis distributed test agreements which outline the data required from growers that participate with advanced lines.

Spring Meeting: The spring meeting will be held on March 29 in Hershey.

Fall Meeting: The Board discussed possible locations and agreed to have it in Williamsport. Dylan Jenkins will look into the availability of the Community Arts Center. Possible dates to follow. Speaker recommendations included; Mike Steele, Wilkes University, on Seed Predation, Gary Griffen from the Chestnut Cooperators, and TNC on Forest Decision Tool.
Elections ’09: Three Board positions and one Vice-President position are available for 2009. Tim Eck and Jim Walizer have agreed to run again. Bill Montague declined. Tim Phelps asked the Board for help recruiting nominees. 
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