2/9/06
PA-TACF Board Meeting- Approved Minutes
January 21, 2006

Penn State University

303 Forest Resources Laboratory

10:00 am-4:00 p.m.

Attendees:  Tim Phelps, President; Dave Armstrong, Vice President and Chair of Grants Committee; Bob Summersgill, Past President and Growers’ Committee Chair; Jim Egenrieder, Board Member; Alan Tumblin, Board Member, Jim Walizer, Board Member; Dylan Jenkins, Board Member; Larry Patchel, Grants Committee Co-Chair, Chandis Klinger, Board Member; Tim Eck, Treasurer; Bill Montague, Board Member; Sara Fitzsimmons, Tree Breeding Program Coordinator, Sue Oram, Chapter Administrator. Meeting minutes recorded by Sue Oram.

Minutes:

The Board reviewed previous meeting minutes of July 29, 2005. The group discussed the need to have 5 Board members ok an “emergency” expenditure via email, when it is requested between Board meetings. The Board moved to approve/disapprove meeting minutes within 2 weeks of the meeting though e-mail. Motion carried.
Old Business
TACF Board Meeting. Phelps reviewed the highlights of the October 2005 TACF Board meeting. Membership is up, and they are looking into a science audit. Alabama and Ohio are now official state chapters. TACF hired Robert Paris in 2005 to research new sources of resistance. In addition, Carol Kirkland is working on housing all germplasm data in one database. TACF annual meetings will be held in the following locations: 2006, Abington; 2007, Burlington; 2008 Atlanta. Chapter meetings are held prior to each annual meeting. Membership and attendance were the two main issues discussed.
Breeding Report. Fitzsimmons distributed an updated breeding report for 2006. New orchards will be established in the following locations: Blooming Grove Hunt Club, Pike County; Rutgers Hort, Middlesex County, NJ; Hertlieb, Berks County; Schuykill Center, Philadelphia County; Sewickley Heights, Allegheny County; Longacre, Perry County; and the Beagle Club in Mercer County. Derek Pritts, in Lancaster County will grow CMS material this year, and TNC West Branch, Clinton County, and Pine Grove, Schuykill County will also be planted. Full details of Sara’s breeding report will be attached with the final meeting minutes.
Science Committee Report. Phelps reviewed the recent Science Committee report and noted that the Science Committee accepted Sara’s planting and inoculation table for 2006. The Science Committee also discussed the disposition and retention of BC3 trees, fertilizer, and deer damage issues. The supplies committee will solicit growers for their 2006 needs. It was also suggested that the Chapter request donations for the soil test kits which will be distributed at the spring grower’s meeting in March. Tim also announced that Dr. Kim Steiner, Professor of Forest Biology at Penn State, has agreed to be Chapter Scientist.
Treasurer’s Report. Eck presented the Board with the current chapter financial statement. The Chapter continues to receive quarterly revenue for PA members from TACF. The Leffel Center will continue to send its monthly expense report by the first of the month. Flickinger and Co. will complete the 2005 PA and IRS taxes for the Chapter.

Grants Update. The Chapter still has $4,000 left for supplies from the DCNR grant, and $4,000 from the Hardwood Industries. The committee is currently seeking funds from Home Depot and Armstrong Industries. They will also research Alcoa’s Community Action grant from the Cressona plant.

New Business

Credit Card Proposal. Tim Eck presented the feasibility study he did on an affinity credit card for the Chapter. He indicated that for a minimal participation rate, the Chapter could receive $10,000/year income. The bank needs to survey members to see if it would be cost effective for them to create a card for the Chapter. The Board raised concerns about privacy issues, how the card relates to the organization’s mission, and how many members would need to participate for the bank and/or the Chapter to proceed. The Board moved to survey the members at the spring grower’s meeting, which will give an indication of the level of support for this project. Motion carried.
Office Transition. Chapter operations are now completed out of the Leffel Center. The Board moved to elect Sue Oram as Chapter Secretary. Motion carried. In 2006, event coordination will transfer from the Vice President. Chapter events, such as the Farm Show, Ag Progress, and Timber 2007 will be coordinated by the events committee. Tracy Coulter and Alan Tumblin have agreed to be on the newly formed event committee. Tim Phelps agreed to assist with Ag Progress. The Board moved to have an event manager assigned to major events, with an event coordinator as the central contact. Motion Carried. The Board moved to elect Sue Oram as chair of the events committee. Motion carried.
Leffel Center Grand Opening. The Board discussed the possibility of having a grand opening for the Leffel center in April. It is the 10-year anniversary of the Chapter, and Earth Day on April 22. Representative Sam Smith will be invited, as well as other key people. The group discussed the possibility of having a tour of the arboretum as part of the event. Dave will contact Sam Smith, and Sue will contact Mary Wirth and Kate Reeder (PSU) to initiate the planning process.
Disposition and Retention of BC3 trees. Three issues were brought to discussion: What does TACF want to do with selected trees? How does the landowner get out of an agreement? How long should TACF be given to get germplasm from an orchard? The Board moved to request that Kim Steiner take the questions as an agenda item for the TACF Science Committee. Motion carried.

Timber Type Chinese Trees. Jim Walizer offered 1,000 of his Chinese Chestnuts to the Chapter for research purposes. He is experimenting with height, environment, and open pollination. Some growers are interested in the pollen from the trees. The Board noted that although it is not directly related to the mission, they would state that the Chapter is cooperating with the PA Forest Association and Jim.
Events Calendar. The PA Forest Association is hosting “Forest Jubilee” in Harrisburg on September 23. The audience is private landowners in PA. PFA will give PA-TACF a free table in exchange for advertising the event. The Board also agreed that it would be a good opportunity for PA-TACF to present. Other events include: March 4, NJ Forestry meeting, March 11, NJ Chestnut Meeting, April 22 Earth Day at Pyramid Mountain. The Board moved to approve $100 for the March 11 meeting. Motion carried. Chandis is attempting to work with Channel 16 news to get a minute spot on chestnuts.
Chapter Vehicle. The Board discussed the need for the tree breeding coordinator to have a Chapter vehicle available for her statewide work. She currently uses her own vehicle and is not reimbursed for all of her travel or car maintenance. The group talked about creating an insert advertising for a vehicle in the February newsletter. The Board moved to advertise for a vehicle donation, which will be turned over to PSU for chestnut use with the intention of maintenance and gas at PSU. Motion carried.
Wish List. Alan requested a formal letter requesting tools that he can take to Ames True Temper. The supplies committee is working on a wish list.
Educational Stipends. The Board discussed the problem about giving savings bonds to the two students that worked for Lee Saufley last year, as they do not issue them without social security numbers. The Board moved to approve $100 each for the two students that worked last summer. Motion carried. The Board also moved to table the discussion about future stipends to another meeting. Motion carried.
By-laws. The Board moved to review the by-laws before the next meeting. Motion carried. 
The Board moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:15 p.m. Motion carried.
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