Maryland Chapter
Newsletter – May 2007
_____________________________

MD TACF Spring Meeting
Saturday, June 2, 2007
11:00 am at Sugarloaf Mountain Turner Farm

Chapter Officers:
Ms. Kathleen Marmet, President
Mr. Robert Strasser, Vice-President
Ms. Barbara B. Knapp, Secretary
Ms. Emilie Crown, Treasurer
Directors:
Mr. Dennis G. Bittinger
Dr. Douglas H. Boucher
Ms. Essie Burnworth
Mr. Harold F. Burnworth
Dr. Gary P. Carver
Dr. James S. Coleman
Mr. Stephen Dodge
Mr. Paul Eriksson
Ms. Betty Garrand
Mr. James Hill
Mr. Ron Kuipers

 11:00 – Tree Identification Workshop
Unlike photos and charts on a Web site, this is a hands-on workshop with
real people and real leaves and twigs. We use a holistic approach to
identifying the different castanea species, with emphasis on American and
Chinese chestnut trees. We start with the shape and size of the trees and
work our way down to the microscopic examination of the hairs on the
backs of the leaves. Samples and handouts will be provided. Gary Carver,
our Maryland Chapter Locator Committee Chair is working with Hood
College Forest Ecology Professor Doug Boucher to provide this
opportunity.
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The Maryland Chapter supports the efforts
of The American Chestnut Foundation to
restore the American chestnut tree,
identifies and preserves American chestnut
survivors in Maryland and promotes
educational and scientific research efforts
directed at restoring American chestnut
trees in Maryland.

Fall of Venerable
Namesake Tree at
American Chestnut Land
Trust Inspires Exploration
of Mutual Interests
A delegation of five Maryland
Chapter representatives traveled to
Prince Frederick, MD February
16th in response to an invitation
from Peter Vogt, on behalf of the
American Chestnut Land Trust
(ACLT) to visit the remains of the
tree that had been the largest
known
surviving
American
chestnut in Maryland until early
2006, when it was felled by wind.
(Continued on page 4.)

→

 12:00 Picnic and Chapter Business Meeting
We’ll roast wieners and marshmallows over an open fire. Chips, drinks
cookies provided. Bring a sandwich if you don’t like hot dogs.

 1:00 Controlled Pollination Training
Sara Fitzsimmons, TACF Regional Science Coordinator, will present her
excellent training in the art and science of controlled pollination for those
who are interested in this important part of the breeding program.

Directions to Turner Farm at Sugarloaf Mountain:
Take I-270 North to Exit 22 -- MD 109. There is a sign to Sugarloaf Mountain. At the end of the
exit ramp, turn right west on MD109 and continue to MD 95, which is Comus Road, and turn
right. The Comus Inn will be on your right at the corner. Follow Comus Road to the square with
the entrance to Sugarloaf Mountain on your right. Proceed across the square and stay on Comus
Road, which is the right fork in the road. You will see a large pond on your left as you leave the
square. This road leads past the Stronghold Mansion entrance and ends at the entrance to Turner
Farm on Mount Ephraim Road. The Turner Farm orchard is directly ahead at the T intersection.

Seated l to r on the
Namesake Tree log
on a cold day in
February: ACLT
Executive Director
Karen Edgecombe,
Ron Kuipers, Ken
Romney, Robert
Strasser, Arnie
Petty, Peter Vogt,
John Akerley, Gary
Carver, ACLT Land
Mangaer Elizabeth
Stoffel
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Minutes of February 3, 2007
Membership Meeting
28 people attended the membership
meeting held in the Community Room
of the Urbana Library following an
educational presentation led by Dr.
Doug Boucher.
Essie Burnworth described how
extremely popular the “Chestnut Tree”
loaner lab kits have been. The
Burnworths have already made a
donation to purchase supplies for the
existing kits for the period from
January through August 2007.
Essie moved that the Chapter would
agree to raise $3300 for another
Loaner Lab kit by next September.
The motion was seconded and
approved by the members present.
Gary Carver described how has been
locating American chestnut trees
throughout the State. He distributed a
handout encouraging people to inform
him of any chestnuts they find.
Kathy Marmet announced that Carl
Mayfield would conduct another nut
grafting clinic at Tom Scriveneer’s on
March 3, 2007.
Kathy also urged people to let her
know what dates they would be
available to help with nut planting in
March and April.
Barbara Knapp, Secretary

Sign Up/Update Your Email
Address To
Receive Event Notices and
Newsletters Online
If we have your email address we have
delivered this Maryland Chapter
newsletter to you by email link to our
new web page. We are using a list
serve to do this. In the future we hope
to eliminate mailing to people who are
able to receive the newsletter by
email. Anyone is welcome to join the
list, and we strongly encourage
members and friends to sign up and
keep addresses current.
You can add, delete or change your
information at:
http://mrsgale.fates.org/mailman/listin
fo/mdtacf

Planting Chestnuts for Educational Outreach at UDC
By Robert Strasser
The University of the District of Columbia is the United States’ only urban
land grant college. Its campus is located on 23 acres of land located at 4200
Connecticut Avenue in Northwest Washington, DC. On April 21, 2007, a tree
planting ceremony was organized on the UDC campus under the auspices of
the Maryland chapter of the American Chestnut Foundation. The event was
part of a daylong ecotour that included stops at several green buildings and
businesses in the northwest part of Washington. In attendance were
representatives of local and federal government organizations, staff of some
non government agencies, and students and faculty of the university itself.
Six chestnut trees were planted on a sunny hilltop at the center of campus.
This total was a relatively modest component of the more than 1,800 chesnuts
planted by the Maryland chapter in Spring 2007, but was an important and
symbolic way to observe the coming of Earth Day in the nation’s capitol.
The plantings consisted of two three year old American chestnuts, two
Chinese chestnut seedlings, and two F1 nuts derived from the Maryland
chapter’s 2006 controlled pollinations. This selection of chestnuts represents
the core mission of TACF, which is the incorporation of disease resistance
from Chinese into American chestnut through backcross breeding.
The UDC planting site is well suited for chestnut growth and borders the
university’s athletic fields. It is also adjacent to a demonstration site with a
photovoltaic panel and small wind turbine, giving the trees the potential for
educational outreach that is so beneficial to our organization’s mission into the
future. We hope that this event will spark interest on campus and in
Washington in chestnut restoration, and give visitors the opportunity to better
understand the importance our work has for our Eastern forests.
Pictured above (l to r) Dr. Ben O. Latigo, Dean of the University’s School of
Engineering and Applied Sciences, Robert Strasser, MDTACF Vice President and
Hood College Research Associate, and Greg Drury, of Wholeness for Humanity,
organizer of the EcoTour.
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Investing in the Future:
Growing the Chestnut Tree Loaner Lab
By Glenn Williams
The Maryland Chapter of The American Chestnut Foundation seizes opportunities to expand its orchards
dedicated to overcoming the blight of the American chestnut trees in Maryland. This future victory we ardently seek.
But in our ardor to plant and care for trees, we must not neglect the emerging crop of our next human generation.
Sustaining our fight with the blight requires sustaining our membership and its impacts. A key means of doing so
is educating as many of Maryland’s high school students as possible about the history and importance of the American
chestnut tree and its century-long struggle with blight. A key means of doing so is training our teachers and students in
applying cutting edge biotechnology research to the survival of the American chestnut tree. A key means of doing so is
following through on our commitment to donate funds to support the purchase of equipment and supplies for a
third Chestnut Tree Loaner Lab Kit.
A recent communication from Jennie Queen-Baker, Maryland Loaner Lab Program Manager at the University of
Maryland’s Biotechnology Institute (UMBI), to our President Kathy Marmet, explains the need for equipment and
supplies for the third Chestnut Tree Loaner Lab Kit. In the 2006/2007 school year, 1900 students and 80 teachers in five
counties: Carroll, Talbot, Montgomery, Frederick and Washington, were trained– nearly a three fold increase in
students over the previous year– creating a strain and backlog of requests for use of the available two kits. Most
counties are not served at all. Students who seek training are graduating without it, which is a loss for American
Chestnut trees, the Maryland Chapter, and possibly future biotechnology researchers.
To remedy this situation, the Maryland Chapter agreed to encourage its members to donate funds for a third kit,
matching the generosity of our Burnsworth dynamic duo, who funded on their own supplies and equipment for two kits
through August 2007. Each of us can do our part as well. UMBI is also seeking additional funding for the program from
the University. If you wonder what our donations provide, consider the following:
The UMBI developed the Chestnut Tree Loaner Lab Kit as a module for its loaner lab program for training
Maryland high school teachers and students. The program presents the background story of the American Chestnut tree
and its infection by the invasive fungus, the chestnut tree blight.
It reviews research into a hypovirus, under the direction of Dr. Donald Nuss at UMBI, showing how the
hypovirus reduces the potency of the chestnut blight virus and thereby contains the growth of the deadly cankers.
Innoculation of blight cankers with hypovirus may offer treatment strategies for chestnut blight.
Finally the kit, trains students regarding the use of molecular DNA biotechnology techniques to identify whether
cankers have been infected by hypovirus, either a wild type or a genetically tagged type, enabling prediction of whether
the cankers will continue to grow and thus whether further treatment is necessary. (For further information, please visit
the UMBI Loaner Progam website at www.umbi.umd.edu/educ/loanerlab.html.)

Maryland Chapter Members may send donations to the MDTACF c/o Barbara Knapp, Secretary,
21900 Davis Mill Road Germantown, MD 20876. The Board encourages donations of $50.00 or $100.00,
which are tax deductible. Please note on your check that the donation is for the UMBI “Chestnut Tree”
Loaner Lab.
PLEASE DON’T REPLY TO THE EMAIL THAT BRINGS YOU THIS NEWSLETTER.
THE LISTSERVE IS NOT SET UP TO BE INTERACTIVE. OUR GOAL IS TO USE IT TO DELIVER
IMPORTANT MARYLAND CHAPTER NEWS WITHOUT EXPOSING YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO
POTENTIAL SPAM. PLEASE SEND QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS TO : mdchapter@acf.org
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American Chestnut Land Trust Loses Namesake Tree
(Continued from page 1.) The ACLT provides stewardship of natural and
cultural resources for more than 4700 acres of land in Calvert County
Maryland. ACLT lands include both historic and prehistoric properties and
significant watersheds in the Scientists Cliffs area of the Chesapeake Bay.
Vogt, a founding member of ACLT, informed us that the 20 year old land trust
was named after the American chestnut not only due to the one

surviving large tree (the Namesake Tree), but also because the original
441 acres of land that ACLT was formed to preserve had previously
belonged to pioneer chestnut blight forest pathologist G Flippo Gravatt.
Gravatt, who worked on the original USDA efforts to combat the
chestnut blight, was inspired by the beauty and scientific importance of
the area to lead creation of Scientists Cliffs, a unique private community
whose membership was restricted to those with advanced scientific
qualifications. Gravatt, who died in 1969, assembled the land owned by
ACTL in the 1930s-40s. According to Vogt, Calvert County was 25%
Chestnut in 1904. There were at least two large survivors in the
Scientist Cliffs area up until the early 1970s.
Our ACLT hosts guided MDTACF representatives along nature trails
maintained by ACLT volunteers to see the fallen Namesake Tree as
well as remains of Chinese-American hybrids planted more than 40
years ago by Flippo Gravatt himself, and half dozen or so surviving
hybrids planted approximately 15 years ago from seed provided by
TACF’s Staff Pathologist Fred Hebard.

The uprooted base of the Namesake
Tree is shown above. Vogt’s
preliminary examination of the log
found large pre-blight growth rings
indicating rapid growth prior to
infection. The tree had been sprouting
stump shoots for decades, but they
seldom grew more than 2 or 3 inches
in diameter before dying back from
blight. The uprooting makes future
sprouting appear unlikely.

Above: Ken Romney, Arnie Petty,
and Liz Stoffel of ACLT in Gravatts'
Chestnut Cabin, built entirely of
chestnut logs still in good shape in
1935, a decade after the blight reached
Calvert county. MDTACF’s John
Akerley in doorway.

The Namesake Tree measured 92
inches at breast height, for a diameter
of slightly less than thirty inches. This
is large for a blighted survivor, but no
match for the typical mature pre-blight
tree, which often grew to three or four
feet in diameter.
For more information about the
American Chestnut Land Trust,
including hiking, canoeing &
opportunities to learn about the
natural resources ACLT
protects, visit: www.acltweb.org

Mrs Gravatt left the cabin to the
Scientists Cliffs community, along
with the year-round residence they
built next to "Old Chestnut". These
buildings are on a low cliff with a
view of the Chesapeake. Above: Gary
Carver with Liz Stoffel in the largest
room. Robert Strasser is to the right in
the next room.

The American Chestnut Land Trust has made slices of the
Namesake Tree log and plans to give one slice to MDTACF for
educational use. Other plans for use of the wood from this very
special tree are being developed while the wood dries in a
protected location. Many thanks to the great people at ACLT!
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A word (or two) from the President
Ohio Chapter President Greg Miller has a PhD in
Forestry, specializing in tree breeding and genetics. He
runs a family business, the Empire Nut Company, so he
has a pretty practical approach to breeding chestnuts.
Greg likes to tell people, “If you think about it, restoring
the American chestnut is going to take millions of
dollars, thousands of people and more than a hundred
years.” He says people don’t blink at the millions of
dollars and thousands of people, but more than a
hundred years is something they have to think about.
How do we make best use of our limited resources
now to accomplish a task as large as restoring the
American chestnut to the Appalachian forest? Here’s
how I see it:
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American chestnut experts seems essential to the
Chapter’s continued success.
4.We need to improve our ability to connect with
members and volunteers. We’re improving our use of
the web site, www.mdtacf.org and email, but we’re not
yet where we want to be. My apologies to those of you
who have contacted me and not yet received a reply! For
the first time in my life, I find that I am truly unable to
reply to all of my messages—and none of them are junk
mail. If you’d like to volunteer, please send me a
reminder, especially if you have ideas for improving the
volunteer communication process. The dedication of our
active volunteers is wonderful. You are a joy to work
with Many thanks to all who contribute to this great
work!
Kathy Marmet (mdchapter@acf.org)

1. We need to grow backcross trees to meet the
goals TACF has set for our chapter. The Maryland
Chapter has made remarkable progress toward this goal.
Fox Haven and Dickey backcross orchards are now full,
and our three new orchards at WSSC, Western MD
Research and Education Center and Hashawha
Environmental Center show great promise. We are
challenged to sustain quality care for these orchards, and
volunteers are critical to meeting that challenge.
2. We need to prepare future generations to
continue the work we have begun. Again, the progress of
the Maryland Chapter in its first years of existence has
been remarkable. The success of our partnership efforts
with ThorpeWood, Carroll County Schools, Poolesville
High School and the UMBI Loaner Lab program have
kindled new interest in American chestnut learning in at
least three additional counties. The new orchard at
Hashawha is a milestone. Here’s how Director Steve
Heacock described the excitement there “The seedling
have been ‘checked on’ like parents looking in on a new
baby...Everyone has been stopping by to see what's
happening with the Chestnuts.”
3. To sustain #1 and #2 above we need technical
and scientific expertise to train and support our
volunteers in their backcross efforts and educators in
their efforts to provide the next generation with quality
chestnut learning experiences. We have been fortunate
to have skills, knowledge and passion of Robert Strasser
available to us on a part time basis through generous
private donations to the Hood College Chestnut Tree
Project. With the success of Maryland Chapter efforts,
the need for this expertise has grown.
Finding
sustainable sources of funding to pay for full time
availability of this necessary expertise and to create
internships to encourage the next generation of

Nut Grafting Workshop. Although he’s officially a Virginian,
Carl Mayfield is definitely an honorary member of MDTACF.
Despite recent surgery, Carl’s fourth nut-grafting workshop at
Tom and Elaine Scrivener’s home near Smithsburg, MD was
both informative and enjoyable. At a youthful 80-something,
Carl’s wit and humor are a delight. He is also a skillful and
patient teacher. Nut-grafting is more difficult than grafting onto
rootstock, but the resulting trees can be planted where you
want them, like in a mother tree orchard. Many thanks to Tom
and Elaine Scrivener for hosting and providing lunch. Carl is
pictured with workshop participants above and below in
foreground.
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The colors don’t show on the print version, but you can view this summary of spring planting activity on the new Maryland
Chapter web site: http://www.mdtacf.org/news.html . With more than 1800 nuts planted, most of which have now
produced seedlings with cute little leaves, and with grass and weeds beginning to grow, we haven’t found time to count
the total number of volunteers who turned out the make the planting possible. Many thanks to our wonderful volunteers! If
you’d like to help care for the seedlings, the same web page has a schedule of planned work days and other events. We
especially need help with fine (careful) weeding to remove anything that grows inside the tree tubes—a job that can be
enjoyable if you’ve got companions to converse with as you work.

The Wildlife Achievement Chapter, Inc. of the Izaak
Walton League of America planted 25 American
Chestnut seeds April 14th to test the suitability of the
site selected for a backcross orchard at their facility near
Damascus, MD. Project participants were David
Jacobson, Tom Riley, Nancy Riley, Sandy Burk, Tom
Ouellette, Joe Carinci, Pam Rowe and Elizabeth Rowe,
some of whom are pictured planting at left. David
Jacobson and his wife Jennifer have put many hours into
laying the groundwork for this orchard, including
extensive research to support approval by the Wildlife
Achievement Chapter.
More photos on the web site: www.mdtacf.org

