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President’ smessage

Asour genetic program rollsalong,
itis most urgent to locate new seed
sourcesof American chestnut in each
o theninedigricts. Wewant to have
as many variationsas possiblein each
digtrict. Thisyear’s program produced
1,800 nuts Statewide and anet gain of
maturetrees even though our larger
bearerscontinueto dieoff.

We know there are moreout thereand
itismostimportant that they are
located and peopleassgned to
pollinate themif necessary and collect
the nuts beforethe critters get them

Timeisof the essence, as each year we
comecloser to ageneticsolution, we
will need treesof bearingageto cross
pollinatewith our new trees.

Tdk topeople, itistill very
surprising how few peopleknow we
exig. Anditisasosurprising how
many peopleknow where bearing
treesare.

We continueto make good progress
and alittleextraeffortin thisdirection
will redly help speed up our American
chestnuttree regeneration programin
thefuture.

Herbert F. Darling Jr.
President ACFNY

On Arbor Day 1993, the first American
chestnut seedlingswere planted in
Westchester County's Lasdon Park and
Arboretum. Officiating at the planting
ceremonywere(| tor) Andrew O’Rourke,
County Executive; Joan Gilbert,
Texaco, Herbert £ Darling Jr, ACFNY

President; and Barry Samuel PRC
Commissioner Frank Munzer, Didtrict
3 Director; said the County has made
threeand atdf acresavailablefor an
American chestnut plantationfor future
crosspollinationwith the research-
devel oped, blight-resistant tree.

Genetic Researchand Genetically Diverse Seed Orchards ...

both must be devel oped together for timely and successful restoration.

The Chapter's work moveson pardld tracks.
research and field program. ACFNY helpsto
support genetic research a the College Of
Environmenta Science And Forestry. Inthe
lab our two principa scientistsaretesting
stepsfor building blight-resistant treesby
geneticengineering. At the moment they are
comparing genesfrom three different
organisms, such as a frog, which successfully
repel fungal attacks. They have confirmed
one gene’s activity in vitro and are readying
others. They aretryingout geneinsertion
techniquesand making progressin thisarea,
too.

In the field program, our members are planting

seed orchards. They are pure American now,
but when resistant pollen isavailable, when
thelab treesfirst bloom, they will accept that
pollen and be hig enough to producelarge
numbersd nutsat oncefor therestoration.

Right now, to get the seed to Start these
orchards, members follow the seasons. They
locate treesin the woods and identify them.

Thety go out in June (o pollinate and in
ber to harvest; they stratify (chill) and

K}ant the nuts from bearing trees from all over
ew Yok State.

Wealso get nutscontributedfrom
Pennsylvania,Ontario and
(Cont. Page 4)




1.Increase M ember ship
Obtain 10 new members in each of
the 9 districtsby next annual meeting
on October 15, 1994.

2.Establish two or moreseed
orchardsin each district to
continue development of
reforestation plans.
ACFNY focuseson along range plan
importantto NY foreststo preserve
thelocal American chestnut gene
pool (wild nativestock). Thiswill
contribute variability and adaptation.
(It will also providenorthernsitesto
test for hardinessfrom dl areas.) It
will prevent agenetic bottle neck,
and providewide-spread planned
gtesfor re-introduction of the blight
resistant treewhen it becomes
avalable.

3.Continue volunteer program of
locating, identifying, recor ding,
harvesting, American chestnut
treesthought NY statethrough
local activitiesand publicity

4.Establish an ongoing permanen
treerecord programineach
district with a permanent tree
location topogr aphic map
maintained.

5.Formalize and put intooperation a
public education/membership
program using theslideshow and
conduct twoor mor e presentations
in each district by January 1, 1995.
During 1993 ACFNY receiveda
grantto develop aslideshow for use

by lay peoplefor lay peopletotell the
chestnut story.

6.Complete education project for
gradeschoals.
We are devel oping ateacher's
modulefor 5th and 6th grades (other
grades|ater), with thecooperation
and help of educational specialists
from the Extension Servicesdf
Correll University.

7.Continue planting programsin all
districts.

8.Continue support of researchto
develop ablight-resistant
American chestnut tree (Castanea
dentata) and pursuefundingfor
thispurpose.
At the base of our work, we consider
thegenetic research very important
and feel it supplementstheexcellent
back-crossing efforts being
conducted, and whichwealso
support. Thegenetic programisa
possibleshort cut to our goa and can
contributeto al research efforts. It
aso attractsagreat ded of interest
and responsefrom the general public
sincethey feel, asone person
commented, “... thisison thecutting
edge...”. Weconsider it essential to
our program what we continue
encouraging thisresearch.

9.During 1994 develop and publish
aroster of members with area
of interest and/or expertiseto
facilitate inter change of ideas
and help. Districtswill Include
in their programaproject to
obtain thisinformation.

% YEAROLD
STILL PLANTS

Allan G. Newhall of Ithacareported by
letter to Herb Darling, ACENY
President: "It may interest you thet |
have just received agood sized batch
of seed from Virginia wherethe
chestnut breeding work is being done.
These seeds are sprouting and today
will be planted in potsin thePlant Path
green house.” Mr. Newhall whois96
yearsof ageisthe author of severa
articleson plant pathology.

He al so sent the accompanying photo
of Dr. John Kelley of the Dept. of
Natural Resourcesa Cornell
University standing with an American
chestnut John had found.
Unfortunately it has been reported that

over the pasttwo yearsthetreehas
beenfailing. Dr. Kelley isonedf the
foundersof ACFNY and serveson itS
Board and ExecutiveCommittee.
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longside an
American chestnut tree located near
Ithaca, NY.

MANY HANDS
MIAKE LIGHT WORK

As wemove forward to achieveour 1994 Gods

(seearticleinthisissue), theneed for wider

volunteerinvolvement within each Didtrict

isapparent. Asaminimum each District

will need peopleto chair and work on

committees to further develop programs

for:

(1) Locaiond remaining American
chestnut trees.

(2) Planting of new seedling and coordination
for pollination and collection.

(3) Record Keeping of remnant tree
locationsand new planting.

(4) Public Relationsincluding mediare ations
gtml programming audio-visua showings

C.

Please contact your District Director ... see
the District Map enclosed ... et him know
you can lend ahand.



ACFNY ANNUAL MEETING WAS WELL ATTENDED

Chestnut enthusiastsfrom all points of
the Stateattended thethird annual ACFNY

meeting in Syracuse on October 9. It

was held at theCollege of Environmental

Scienceand Forestry (CESF) and
highlighted by laboratory visitsto
observe the gG’]HlC engineering recearch
being done toward obtaining a blight-

resistant American chestnut tree

Dr. William Powell, CESF researcher,
gaveaslide presentation reporting con-
firmationof oneresistant geneandinter-
esting work with frogs and snails, noted
for their anti-fungal characteristics, seek-
ing asecond gene. Dr. CharlesMaynard,
another principal researcher, used
informativedidesin discussinghis
researchon insertion techniquesfor the
resistant genes when they are devel oped.
The Chapter providesseed money to
assist their research.

The ScienceCommittee report from Chair
Stanley Wirsig covered the parallel steps
needing to bedoneto beready whenthe
resistant |ab treeisready for theforest.

MembershipChair John Spagnoli reported
an increasein membersto 326 and called
for agoal of 10 new membersineach
Districtin 1994. Reports weregiven by
ChairsJohn Mansfield, Public Relations,
who isdevel oping a programfor useof
the dlideshow in the Districtsaswell as
continuing mediacoverage; John Gordon
on thisyear's Community Planting Day
with another 200 treesin Zoar Valley and
attended by 84 people; Glen Gelinas,
Education, who reported the near com-
pletion of aslideshow designedto be
used for lay audienceshy lay people, and
work continuing on a teaching module
being devel oped for grade schools.
District Directors reported many inter-
esting activities and aecomplishments.
And electionswereheld.

Featured speaker John Spagnoli, Director
of Region X1, NY State Department of
Environmenta! Conservation, empha-

sized how thelossof the American
chestnut from our forest ecosystem has

had avariety of impactsincluding
economic, social andenvironmental .
"Theactive pursuit of management and
researchactivitiesby ACFNY will have
animpact on thereestablishmentof the
speciesto the Northeastforests,” hesaid.

Hands-On Workshops were presented by

Doug Campbell, Identification; John
Gordon, Planting/Pollination; Carol Sege,

Mudpackingand enthusiastically attended.

A luncheon sparked with chestnut touches
wasfollowed by thelab toursuntil 4:00
PM when avery interesting, informative
day wasconcluded.

ELECTIONRESULTS

At the Annual Meeting, October 9th, all
Directorswerere-elected with theaddition
of Adrien Gaudreau i n District5. (Lewis
Decker hasagreed to act asinterim Director
for District 4 until anew Directoris
appointed.)

Also at theAnnual Meeting, the following
officerswereelected:

Herbert E Darling Jr., President

Stanley Wirsig, Vice President

Arlene Wirsig, Secretary and Treasurer

600 SEEDLINGS GROWING AT ZOAR PLANTATION

District 9 completed its third annual
Chestnut Planting Day at theZoar
Valley Multiple Use Area on Saturday,
April 24, 1993.

That tree planting project was well
attended by Chapter membersand other
interested people. Over 60 people
participated in theevent. Preschoolers
worked along with teenagers and others
who would not givetheir ages.

The enthusiastic crew planted 168
American chestnut seedlings and
sprouted nuts. Also seeds wereplanted at
57 locations where previously planted

trees died. There are now 600 seedlings

b

growing at thesite. All of the seedlings
areprotected by plastic treeshelters.

Thechestnut plantation islocated i n Erie
County on lands administered by the
New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation. A
memorandum of understanding between
the DEC and the State Chapter ensures
that the plantation will continueto be
used to promote the production of
American chestnut trees.

Thenext Planting Day isplanned for the
end of April, 1994. We hopeto seeyou
there.




Please retain the enclosed District Map
for your futurereference.
Districts1and 2 Long Idand and New
York City, Directorspositionsunfilled.

District 3Fifty seedlingswereplanted
in Westchester's Lasdon Park and
Arboretum during Arbor Day
ceremoniesarranged by Director Frank
Munzer (see photoin thisissue). 200
seeds were planted at theCary
Arboretum at Millbrook, NY with 9%
germinationsuccess. Thespeaker a a
District 3 meeting was Dr. SandralL.
Anagnostakis whoiswith Plant
Pathology and Ecology, Connecticut
Agricultural Experimental Station.

District 4 LewisDecker (formerly
Director of District5) hasagreed to sit
in asinterim Director until a new
Director can be appointed.

District 5 Adrien Gaudreau was
elected Director at the October meeting
replacing theenergetic Lew Decker.

Mr. Decker during the year had given
talksin variousDistrict 5 communities
and contacted various mediaabout their
activities. Thesearchfor asecure plant
sitecontinues.

District 6 Darrel Rippiteau reported
thechestnut plantationin DEC’s
Lowville property has sufferedsevere
frost damage. Thesurvivingtreeswere
moved to DECland a Dexter on Lake
Ontario near Watertown. District 6's
future planting programwill utilizethe

Dexter facility. Atthe Annual Meeting
Darrel distributed aChestnut and
Chestnut Blight Bibliography which
wasencouraged by him and compiled
by membersof theFaculty of Forestry,
SUNY Collegeof Environmental
Scienceand Forestry.

District 7 On November 6 the District
carried out itsfirst planting at DEC’s
Roger's Environmental Center in
Sherburne, NY. Roy Hopkesaid nut
collectionthisyear wasmore
substantial with 40-50 each from three
differenttrees and three each from three
others. Afterinitid failure, the
Didtrict's attempt to transplant stump
sproutswill continueusing “more
materia taken from thetreeand more
intensivecare”. "Thisisimportant™
Roy says" becausesomeof thetallest,
finest and largest treesare solitary,
therei s no other way to havethem
representedin our plantations”.

District8 New Director Woody Clark
reported confirmingtheidentification
of eight Americanchestnutsin hisarea.
Woody saysthe" harvest season was
fair with pureAmericanseed very small”.
Hehasdisplayed ACFNY materid at
twoshows... whereheoverheardthe
exclamationof onelittlegirl when she
saw the burson display: "' Daddy, look
at theporcupineeggd "

District9 Bill Snyder reportson'the
successful 3rd Annual Planting Day
(seephotosel sewherein the BUR). There
are600 seedlingsnow growingin the
DEC Zoar Vdley MultipleUseArea.

GENETIC RESEARCH Cont.

We d0 get nuts contributed from Pennsylvania,
Ontario and out o Michigan, Wisconsin, and
lllinois Thisisaur 4th year d such plantings.
RHved our ninedidricts haveplantingsin
secureplaces uch as aboreumsand parks and
another Didrictisgtartingits programin the
Spingonidecounty land. VWewill soon be
%tingswthernmtstoo, to test for hardiness

e

Atthe Amnud Mestingin Syracuse, thefeatured
gpesker, John Spagnoli, Director d Region 9df
the N'YS Department Of Environmentd
Consarvation,emphasized theimportanceof
thiswak that the Digrictsdo. Thesessed
orchardswill havegathered morethan 999% of
theregiond heritageif we can get 500 or mare
wild parentsintoit. Thisis necessary, because
thelab treeswonit e numerousenoughto doit.
Later, our heirsmay bresd championsthet come
fromaoned thoselittlethresinch gorouts that
only gave LsSix nuts — they will ke ddeto
becauseit heppened to carry champion genesfor
extravigor o for surviving severewinters,
droughtsand diseeses — and wesved it.. We
dont want to preservejust afew Spedmen trees;
we Wwat to presarve thewhole gene pod for

|ater devd opment.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
COMING UP
Please beon thelookout for your annual
Membership Renewal and Donation to
help continueour researchand planting
efforts.

A 12 minute AV programdescribing the
American chestnut's near extinction and
ACFNY’s programtorestorethis
vauableresourcewill beavailable
shortly.

It can beshown in ether d twoformats:
(2) didessynchronized with an audio
cassettefor audiencesof from 1 to 100,
or (2) avideo casstte.

The programtitled” TheAmerican

CAN YOU ARRANGE A SHOWING OF OUR NEW AUDIO VISUAL PROGRAM

chestnut ... biological powerhouse™is
intended for communicationto service
clubsand other groups- and as an

educationd tool in schools. 1t can be

i[i ecéI into membership apped sat the adult
evel.

Each District Director will have both

formats and dlide equipment. We urge
all membersto contact the programchair
of clubsin their areafor ashowing.

APPRECIATION

ACFNY acknowledgesmajor grants
fromthefollowing:
1993 NYS Stewardship Grant

TheNorcross WildlifeFoundation, Inc.

IN MEMORIUM

David Vercolen, Rochester, NY
First District Director, District 8

Mrs. BerthaWilson, Buffalo, NY
Founding Member

NY SateChapter, ACF, c/o Buffalo Museumof Science, 1020 Humboldt Perkway, Buffalo,NY 14211




