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Soon we will al beintroduced to
Charlie Chestnut our new mascot.
Heisexhausted and downtrodden
from therelentless battering from
Buster Blight our villain and bad
guy. Can Georgia Gene, our heroine,
save Charlie? Stay tuned and we
will find out.

Thelatest adventure of the
ACFNY iscommencement of our
education programwhich will be
tried thisFall in Erieand Niagara
Countiesin the third through the
sixth grade under the leadership
of Glen Gelinas and his capable
committee. With this accomplish-
ment, we will al look forward tothe
expansion of the program in the Fall
of 1995 totheother Districtsof NY
State. Further expansion to higher
grades will befollowing. This will
be ACFNY’s way of letting the
children know what an American
chestnut tree is and that they can take
part in aprogram to help reestablish
this magnificent tree. Hopefully,
thechildren will get their parents
involved bringing in the 30to 40
year old group most of whom do not
know what an American chestnut is.

Long live the American chestnut.

Herbert F. Darling, Jr. President ACFNY

The rest of th
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brought on board using our new
video dide show at Service Clubs
and Environmental Centers. Many
peoplethink the American chestnut
isextinct and we need to get the
messageout that this isnot true.

At our Board of Directors meeting
on Wednesday, March 30,1994 we
presented ACFNY’s program to Mz,
Robert Bathrick, New York State
Forester from theNY.SDEC, Albany,
NY. Having the privilege of spending
thefew remaining hours with him,
weadventured to the Zoar Vdley
Planting area to show him thetype
of programwe need'inall districts
acrossNY State. His comments
were most favorable saying he
had not met very many groups as
dedicated and enthusiastic as our
Board and Committee people.
Heassured me that he would do
everything in his power to get full
cooperationfor our program.

Congratulationsto all Officers,
Board Members, and Committee
Chairmen on ajob well done. We
can look forward to along tern
relationship with the WY SDEC.

SET JULY 3 ASIDE
TOSEE AVERICAN
CHESTNUTS
INFLOWER

In earlier days, when chestnutsdomin-
ated the eastern forests, the hillsaround the
Fourth of July weresaid to be" coveredin
smoke™, an optical illusion caused by the
numerous creamy-white catkins produced by
Castanea dentata. today, the ACF usesthose
flowers to locate American chestnut trees via
aerial reconnaissance, a procedurepossible
because chestnutsare theonly largetree of
theforest to bear whiteflowersin early July.

If youdon't have an airplanehandy, join
uson theground for a hike at Shale Creek
Sanctuary, wheretwo American chestnuts,
8-10" DBH, will hopefully bein bloom!
Meet ACF member Carol Seigel on Sunday,
July 3, 1994, at 9:45 am, in the parking lot
behind the Casino a Chestnut Ridge Park,
approximately 2 miles south of the village
of Orchard Park. (Headingsouth, the park
entrance ison the west side of Route 277 and
a bridge connectsyou across Route 277 to
theCasino.) FromthePark, well travel a
short distance south to Shale Creek
Sanctuary on Seufert Road.

Wear shoes you can hikein, asthetrail
along thegorgeis short, but includessome
steep spots. For those who don't mind the
possibility of getting their feet wet, we will
continue down into the gorge, and up the
creek bed. to seethe"eternal flame™, a
naturally occurring vent of natural gas,
before returningto Chestnut Ridge Park.

Time and weather permitting, we will
view several other Castaneaspecies planted
in the park. Asasuggestion, bring your
lunch and enjoy a picnicin the park with
your family afterwards!




DISTRICT 3 Frank Munzer reported that additional plantings will bs made this spring at
three arboretumsi n the District. One of thesesites is new and ike other two have the begin-
ningsof seed orchards. In an attemptto assist the research program at SUNY’s College
of Environmental Science and Forestry at Syracuse, the District will seek out donorsto
contribute atotal of $4000 Tar a new microscopethat has the capability of seeing inside

American chestnut cells.

DISTRICT 4 (and Fulterz County) Lewis Decker hasarranged a District meeting for May 22,
2:00 pm a the George Landis Arboretum, Espereance NY. The Arboretum hasan American
chestnut grove where mud packing has been used in an attempt to preserve blight infected
trees. Seedsfrom thisgrove have been planted by Mr. Rand, a member of the Arboretum.
Potential new plantingsitesarein variousstages of development. One will be on open rolling
hillson thegrounds of the Fulton County Infirmary. Another possibility isa linear park aong
abiketrail in theCity of Gloversville. Thelocation of American chestnutswill be aided by the
Fulton Airport Pilots Association. They intend to search along a ridge that extendsfor many
milesin the County. On thisridge near route 29in the Town of Johnson several chestnutsare
known to exist, sothe prospectsaregeod for finding more.

DISTRICT 5 Oneof the District’s members haslocated a matire American chestnut tree at
the Adirondach Ecology Center and it has been offeredfor pollination. In pursuit of suitable
planting sites, Director Adrien Gaudreau will be contacting county officials inhis District. In
order to develop more membershipin thisthinly populated area, Gaudreau will be makinga
presentationin Saratogain May.

DISTRICT 6 Darrel Rippiteau whose District includesthe Watertown area had previously
reported the establishment of aDEC planting sitein Dexter, acommunity on Lake Ontario
near Watertown. Darrel hasannounced his retirement as Director & the conclusion of this
current term and Mr. T. Urling Walker has accepted the nomination tofill this position after
the election at the Annual Meeting in October.

DISTRICT 7 Director Roy Hopkereported there was agood turn out at the District meet-

ing April 8. They planned their spring planting in DEC's Rogers Environmental Center at
Sherbume using seedlings from nutsand root collar sprouts. They also discussed identification
of several likely American chestnut treesin the area. Roy has made membership/educational
presentationsat the Masoniclodgein Greene NY, Shrinersin Johnson City and the New York
Forest Owners Association.

DISTRICT & Woody Clark having recently assumed the responsibilitiesof District Director
isholding hisfirst District meetingin May at which hewill offer afree chestnut treeto
attending membersand personswho join on that occasion. In addition, Woody has arranged
ashowing of the ACFNY display & the followingfunctions: June4 at the Central NY Forest
Owners Association, Family Forest Fair, Elbridge NY; in August & the Lumbejack Festival
in Macedon and at the Empire Farm Daysin Seneca Falls; and in September a the National
Hunting and Fishing Festival at the regional headquartersof DEC'sDistrict 8in Avon NY.
Woody announced that any ACFNY member could order Supertubes (Tubex) and stakesat
costif ordered throughtheir District Director. At the recent Board meeting he recommended
atree numbering and tag system.

DISTRICT 2 OnMarch 22, Bill Snyder held a meeting of his District in Buffalo which was
attended by approximately 30 personscoming from asfar as Jarnestown and Olean, At the
meeting plans were completed for the fourth annua PlantingDay on April 30in the DEC's
Multiple Use Areain the Zoar Valey region. Attendeeswerealso urged to volunteer for the
location, pollination, public relationsand other dutiesfor the District.

(Note: Districts1 and 2, covering New York City and Long Island, as yet do not havea
District organization. Volunteersto accept that responsibility would be appreciated.)

Atameetingof the ACFNY's Board of
Directors on March 30, 1994, the group
was pleasedto have State Forester Robert
Bathrick in attendance. He had an oppor-
tunity to hear about theactivitiesof Districts
throughout the State and the projectsthe
AFCNY ispromoting. Several issueswere
presented to Forester Bathrick and the
following are the major onesand his response:

|. Assignment of a Divisionliaisonto
the New York Sate Chapter American
Chestnut Foundation(ACFNY).

Mr. Robert Bathrick indicated he wasin
favor of assigning aliaison. He would review
the regional candidates that are familiar with
the Chapter (like Mr. Wayne Cooper) and
makeaformal This person would be the
contact person between Division and the New
York Chapter.

2. Preparationand distribution of a

Division memo supporting the ACFNY.

Mr. Bathrick felt that this was a strong possi-
bility since the New Y ork Chapter continues
to be aggressivein both funding as well
asfield work. Hisonly reservation wasthe
lack of staff time availabled thispoint. He
indicated that he supports the Chapter, but
cannot offer staff time to do chestnut work.
However, hefelt two areasshowed promise;

a. Regional Forestersshould beaware
of ACFNY. Hefédlt that the Chapter
Regional Directorsshould contact
the DEC Regional Foresters. They should
introduce themselvesand offer to show
the video at astaff meeting.

b. After developing aliaison with Regional
Foresters, DEC staff could forward
inquiriesor information about chestnuts
tothe Chapter Regional Director. The
Chapter will follow-upwiththe call.

3. An opportunityto includechestnut work in
thework plan.

Again, because o thelossaof Forestry staff,

this may not be a possibility at thistime.
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Drs. William Powell and Charles Mayard (atleft) show their latest genetic
engineering work conducted at the School of Environmental Science and
Forestry to Stan Wirsig, Vice President of ACFNY, Chairman of the ACFNY
Science Committee and member of the national ACF Science Committee.

FIRST STEPS UNDERWAY IN
GENETIC RESEARCH TO COUNTER BLIGHT

Dr. Powell and hisstudentsa SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry at
Syracuseare testing several small proteins, and plan to test more to see whichis most
effectiveagaingt blight. A good defense mechanism isfor an organism to releasevery .
short strandsof protein, (peptides, or " mini-proteins™),just long enough to pierce the cell
membranesof the attacking fungi and collapse them.

Theided peptide would be onethat isdeadly to thefungusat very low concentrations,
but causesthe plant no harmeven a much higher concentrations. In addition it should
be non-toxic to humansor wildlife who will eat the chestnuts.

A number of organismsincluding moths, frogs, bees, pigsand probably many others
produce peptides with these properties. After identifying a mini-protein that comes closest
to theideal, the next phase o the project will beto build agene to make these mini-proteins
insidethe plant cell.

While the above researchis being conducted by Dr. Powell, a parallel research program
conducted by Dr. Maynard isdevel oping a method of deliveringthegeneinto individual
cellsof an American chestnut and regrowing those cellsinto a whole tree. Since the mini-
proteinsare still under devel opment, they are working with other "designer genes' to
developthe genetransfer and plant-regenerationtechniques.in thisway both partsdf the
project can move forward simultaneoudly.

The research program at the College of Environmental Science and Foredry is partially
funded by grantsby the ACFN'Y. These fundscome from membership dues and donations.

NATURE CENTER TO BE
SITE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Picture conversation by the fireplace, stimulaiing
State Chestnut reports... 21l with a background
of viewsof alake surrounded by the color Of
October woods. Youll havethisat the 1994
ACFNY Annual Meeting, which will be held at
the CayugaNature Center near Comell in Ithaca,
NY on the weekend of October 14-16,1994.

Remember theold saying, *Be careful what
you wish for, you may get it!"". You did, and you
are! At last years Annua Meeting many wished
they had more time to talk, compare notesand
mutua problems, and get better acquainted.

Thisyear we will havethat time plusthe
opportunity of hearing an outstandingspeaker,
round table discussions and member presenta
tions... freetimeto walk the naturetrails, go to
the waterfalls, see chestnut trees on the campus,
or if you area birder, visit the Ornithology
Observation Center.

On Saturday evening we will enjoy a
sunset dinner cruise on Cayugal akeand end
up with popcorn and moretalk around thefire-
sideat the Center.

Thelodging will befreeat the Center if you
bring your own bedroll and don't mind sleeping
in adormitory. (Mealswill be catered — you
won't haveto help with thedishes)) If you're
not the rustic type, we've arranged space e a
motel afew miles down theroad in Ithaca.

On Sunday morning you can enjoy asunrise
walk or sleepin until it's time for breakfast
and one of the highlightsdf the meeting-The
Harvest Mix - afirst timeactivity. Our program
of developing seed orchards throughout NY
Stateis off to agood start and the Science and
Field Committeesare going to launch a project
to ensurediversity of thegene pool. Nut Pro-
viderswill bring the nutsthey have harvested
(tagged with location) and the Harvest M aster
will deter-minewhat the" mix"" will be from
the number of seed orchards plus monitored
private land offers which are availableto
accept the nutsfor planting.

Memberswill participatein the mixing,
preparing, and recordingof the bagsfor the
planting sites. They are going to need you!
Instructions will beincluded with thedetails
in the Annual Meeting notice.

Put October 14-16 on your calendar. Plan
to catch up on wherewe are and where weare
going with our chestnut program. Enjoy the
colors of Fal and the Finger Lakesscenery, and
the camaraderieof fellow chestnut enthusiasts.
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NOMINATIONS FOR THE
BOARD OF DIREGTORS

New York Stateisdivided into nine
Didtricts. A director from each Region will
be sought, as well asgeneral board members.
Their dutieswill include: Attendanceat
annua meetings. Help in development of
membershipin their District. Seeking out of
interested leaders and assisting in forming
local groups. Pleasesend nominations with a
brief resumeto:

Nominating Committee,
New fork State Chapter
American Chestnut Foundation, Inc.,
c/o BuffaloMuseum of Science,
1020 Humboldt Pkwy.,
Buffalo, N, 14211.
Nominations must be received by
September 1, 1994.

SLIDEAIDED SHOW
AND DISPLAY AVAILABLE

Most of our ACFNY Districtsnow have
the necessary equipment for a 12 minute
slide program with an accompanying audio
tape. The show describesthe American
chestnut blight and the ACFNY’s research
and planting programsnecessary for the
eventual restoration. This programisalso
available asa video tape. For use with the
audio presentation, or alone, is adisplay
explaining the problem the ACFINY solution
and the benefitsof membershipin the
ACFNY All of theseitems are available
for service ciub programs, meetings of
conservation groups, schoals, etc. Contact
your local District Director.

STATE FORESTER
(con’t) page2

4. Used state land for chestnut planting.

Mr. Bathrick felt that thiscould be a very
viable option and something that the state
could very well become involved in. He
will discussthisfurther with Regional
foresters & alater time.

5. News releaserelativeto cutting live
chestnuts.

Mr. Bathrick felt that if the Chapter
devel oped some information that he
would consider taking the information
and developingaDEC news release
about chestnuts and the needs to
preserve them to the extent possible.

Can your experience benefit the foundation?

Volunteersare needed to work on the
Education Commnitiee and Devel opment
Committee. Both these committeeswill
beincreasing their activity throughout 1994
and 1995. We vitally need your support.

To see how you can helg, pleasecall Glen
Gelinas a (716) 825-7760.

Send us your chestnut photes

ACFNY isaways lookingfor slides and
photographsto expand our collection and
public relation efforis. All materialswill
be returned if requested. Pleasesend them
to Jack Mansfield at 344 Roycroft Blvd.,
Snyder, NY, 14226,
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Joe Urso (left) and Dr. Jerry Bream (standing), both of the Niagara County
Cornell E;c!enszon., lead a discussion: of the goals of the American Chesimut
Education Program for children in grades 3ihrough Sa?a meeting of teachers
and the Educational Commitiee on January 79,
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AGFNY LAUNGHES
EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAM

Spring iSalways abusy month for ACFNY
since there is always a high demand for tree
planings, talks and demonsirations that
coincide with Earth Day and Arvbor Day. This
spring will mark our first cooperative effort
with teachers in the NY Sschoo! system. Six
izachers, grades three, four and five, in Erie
anit Miagara countieswill be introducing their
students to our first education modules. Each
education module brings American chestnut
facts and fun into their classrooms.

Teachers met with ACFNY members and
curricuium design speciaistsfrom the Niagara
County Cooperative Extension o discussthe
story of the American chestnut, educational
design elements and to view our new slide
presentation. Groupsrepresenting each grade
level went to work designing lesson plans
and activities that integrate knowledge of

the American chestnut with a videotaped
reproduction of our slide show for usein
¢heir corncutums. Theresult isagroup of
projects, EXErcises, and games that expand
comprshension skills, build vocabulary, teach
lessonsin natural history and ecology while
stressing the significance d the American
chestnut asa valuable resource.

This spring, these teachers will be
testing the modules, sharing their knowledge
and enthusiasm with students and fellow
eachers, completing the first milestone of
our educational agenda. Cver thenext year

ACENY will be producing aspecid educa-
tzonal video and creating new modules for
grades six through twelve. Next spring we
will assess the coordination and distribution
'ee::f s for state wide program: implementaiion
5-}/ ntr ducmg the educational video and
te lesson plan package regiomily
chers I}"TGL‘Q”IUW Erie and Niagara

wmnties, and seleciively ugon demand,
& our education program will
Inced 10 teachers across the state.
vg‘1 the American chesinut may be
11 our state forests it will be alive
imssrooms, Amajor step in restoring
the American chestnut,




Working on a Grade 4 |esson plan are Suzanne Kovic of Hamburg'’s Armor
Elementary and, at right, Janet Lawrenced the Charles R Drew Science Magnet
School in Buffalo. Their |€SS0N plan inciuded the preparationof a poster as a
student project.

Discussing the 5th Grade lesson plan needsare (from l€ft to right), Peter
Mirando of Hamburg Senior High, Dor Bronson, teacher of Biology and
Environmental Sciencesat Wheatfield Senior High and D Jerry Breamof the
Niagara County Cornell Extension. One of the needsthey identified was a
Sudent Work Book to complement the video tape and a take-home piece for
parent education.

ACFNY LAUNCHES EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
(con't)

Our thanks go out to Jerry Bream and
Joe Urso from the NiagaraCounty Coopera
tive Extension for their experienceand
guidance; to Don Bronson, Robin Bronson-
Clark, Karen Fidanza, Suzanne Kovic, Janet
Lawrence, Peter Mirando and Isabel Ulintz
for their enthusiasmand creativity in
designing lessons. Special thasks to ail
our membersthat have volunteered their
time t0 get this project off zZhe ground.

Flanning has begun for the next lesson
plan design session, developingedizcational
modules for grades SX through twelvs. If
you would like ro help ACFNY expand this
program or can recommend educators io
participate in lesson plan design, please
give Gien Geiinias acali at (718) 825-7760.

LAMD DONATED
TO ACFNY

Mrs. Angeline B. Gordon of Clarence,
New York, asuburb of Buffalo, hasdonated
to ACFNY apieceof land located in the
Townof Ambherst adjacent to property owned
by NiagaraMohawk. Considerationwill be
given to creating an American chesmut seed
orchard on combined properties, or selling
the property to raisefundsfor ACFNY
programs. ACFNY thanksMrs. Gordonfor
her unrestricted donation. Mrs. Gordon's
son isJohn Gordon Jr. who has been active
in ACENY sinceits founding.

Help on membership

Our membershipgoals for 1994 requires
new membersand adirector for both
Region 1 (Nassau, Suffolk), and Region2
(New York City). Another region targeted
for increased membershipis Region 6
(Jefferson, Herkimer, Lewis, St. Lawrence).
Please consider recruitinganew member
or providing agift membershipto afriend
or colleague.
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