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We continue 7o make good
progresson all fronts. Our
present Committees are manned

and all deing an excellent job.

It is now time to form the Fund
Rai si ng Committee SO we can
accelerate our progress. For the
first time, | seealack of funding
possibly holding us back.

Thethree main programsare:

|. Genetic Engineering at ESF
Syracuse

2. A goal o statewideAmerican
chestnut education in all
schools, nature centers, etc.

3. Caring for our newly formed
nurseries.

The combination o these thiee
will requiresignificant doilars to
reach our goals.

Anyone truly interested in
working on this committee would
be most welcome. Wz havean
excellent product te sell and
need expertise 7¢ contact
foundations to support is.
Please call me if you wart to
contact foundations to support
us. Please call me if you want to
help ferm thisnew committee.
Herbert F. Darling, Jx
(716) 632-1125.

ITHAGA ANNUAL
MEETING ATTRACTS
OVER 70 PEOPLE

Red leaves, blue sky, golden sunshine and
the CayugaNature Center in Ithaca, New
York near Cornetl: thiswas the setting for
the Fourth Annual Meeting of ACFNY
October 14-16, 1994,

TheFriday night Fireside Get Together
buzzed with chestnut discussions asdispiays
wereset up, peoplesettled in to the bunk
rooms, snacks were devoured and the new
slideshow was shown. con't on page 2

Nin Dlaniers from around the siaie

partmpated In the ﬁrst Harvest
Exchange during the Arnual Medting.
Over 2,000 nutswere presented fo
identification. Qubsequently, each
planter received the same quantity of
nuts he brought, but from different
areasof the date so asto maintain
the best geneticvariability possible
for future bresding.

BITS AND BRIEFS

JMDIANS HEAR ABOUT CHESTNUTS

This past spring ACFNY co-sponsoreda
program for the Mohawk Community at
Kanatsichareke in Fonda, New York.
Participating in the program was Lewis
Decker, Director District 4; Bud Gaudreau,
Director District 5 and Wayne Cooper
District 9 member. The event was organized
by PatriciaPrindle, Chair of the Adirondack
Research Center.

FROM 2 YO 188 CHESTNUT
SEEDLINGS AVAILABLE

Woody Clark, Director of District 8, has
become a New Y ork State source for
American Chestnut seedlings. The seedlings
are6-12 inchestall in deeveswith soil. They
can be purchased with or without 3 foot
shelters, stakesand ties asfollows:

With stakes, etc. ....c.ovvvvemne. 2for $15
Without stakes, etc. .......... 2for$10
................ 10for $45
............ 100 for $400

Postageand handlingextra. Contact Woody
Clark at 2222Cannan Road, Bloomfield, New
York 14469, (716) 657-7730.

AMERICAN GHESTNUT ISNAMED
QFFICIAL TREE OF MIAGARA FALLS

Following a Canadian-American
ceremony planting treesin citiesof Niagara
Fallsin Ontarioand New York State, the
Niagara Falls. New York City Council passed
a resolution naming the American chestnut its
officia tree. Theplanting program whichis
to becomean annual Earth Day/Arbor Day
event, issponsored by the NiagaraFalls
Conservation Advisory Council and the
Niagara FallsOntario Planning and Greening
Committees. John DanielsDistrict 9 member,
wasthe behind-the-scenedriving force.
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ANNUAL MEETING wsone

On Saturday morning 70 membersand friendsheard reportsof
theyear's work. MembershipChair John Spagnoli reported an
increaseto 350 pad memberships for 1994. Public RelationsChair
Jack Mansfield reported that District Directors had shown the new
slideshow and video to about 50 enthusi asticaudiences.

ScienceChair Stan Wirsig reported that the double-resistance
geneis built and tested, and reedy forinsertion. Inthefied, he
reported work on development of seed orchards with the new
Harvest Exchangeproject. Thisentails membersexchanging
identified American chestnut nutsfor planting in seed orchardsin
variouspartsof the state to ensure variability and adaptability. A
code system has been developed for record keeping of the parental
linesto enable going back to the sourceto get moreof the ones with
the best progeny and cull any lines with faults.

A reporton the beginning research on "'Ledf Lipid Profilecf
CastaneaDentata” wasgiven ty Carol Siegel, Buffaio State College,
whoisseekingarapid screening method of identifying C. dentata
for location studies, breeding and gene insertion experiments, and
techniquesto identify blight-resistant progeny.

The Education CommitteeChair Glen Gelinas reported that
teaching modulestelling the American Chestnut Story have been
developed and used successfully in grades3-6 and work is being
planned for development of modulesfor Grades6-12. " Charlie
Chestnut," acaptivatingdrawing of achestnut with personality, was
introducedas the hero of afuture animated video designed for
school use. Fundingisbeing sought for thisproject.

4 CharlieChestnutis a
cartooncharacter who will
becomethe spokespersonfor

avideoto be used in schools
totell about the plight of the
American chestnut.
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Directorsfrom each District gavereportsof thework donein
their areas, and this i sreported el sewhere under "' District Meas™

Dr. William Powell and Dr. Charles Maynard, of theCollegeof
Environment and Forestry from Syracuse, showed slides of their
work and described thegene built containing codonsfrom sources
such asfrog, moth, and aplant. Codonsarethe partsof agenethat
make theenzymesthat dissolve blight tissue.

Thegroup broke to attend the four hands-on Workshops
conducted by John Gordon, Douglass Campbell, Tom Deacon, and
Bill MacKentley.

During the Chestnut L uncheon which followed, Herb Darling
presented the President's Award for dedicated service, chestnut
wood plagues, tothe following: DouglassCampbell, Glen Gelinas,

John Gordon, John Mansfield, John Spagnoli, Stanley Wirsig,
Arlene Wirsig, Richard Zander. These areall foundingmembers.

Jack Mansfield, Nominating Committee Chair, presented the
dated officersand board membersfor 1994 and they were
unanimoudly elected. (See'' Bitsand Briefs.")

The featured speaker, Dr. Peter Marks, Chairman of the
Department of Ecology and Systematics, Cornell University, was
introduced by Dr. John Kelley, Professor Emeritus, Cornell
University and afounding member o ACENY. Dr. Marks discussed
ideas about "' Preparation for Reforestation™ and made suggestions
for the propagation of chestnut in their natural range.

A fidd triptothe LADCA Nut Plantation, complete with hayride
transportation, wasenthusi asti cal ly enjoyed during the afternoon..
Thanksgo to ownersOtt and Caroline Davis and Manager Rick
Waitefor the opportunity of seeing astate-of-the-artfarm.

Rick Waite, general manager of the LADCA Nut Plantation
Farm, explainsthework being dorne at his state-of-the-arf arm

The day was topped dff with asunset dinner cruise on Cayuga
Lake with afull moon lightingthe way back. A big chestnut wood
fireand popcorn welcomed the group back to thelodgeand to
conversations continuinginto the night.

Dr. Richard Zander, BuffaloMuseum of Science, examined
under amicroscope the leavesand twigs brought by the Harvesters
to identify pure American nutsfor exchange. Code numberswere
given to each for record keeping and in preparation for the Harvest
Exchange on Sunday morning. Aninterested crowd clustered
around the microscope for thisfirst timeevent to learn the clues of
preciseidentification.

Breakfast Sunday morningfeatured Discussion Tableseach with
aplacard with a topic (such as" Pollination') so that those with a
specificinterest could get together. Thiswasfollowed by thefirst
Harvest Exchangewhich wasalively timefor al with Harvesters
providing a percentage of nutsto dl plantationpeople. All were
pleased with thiseffort to ensure adaptability and variability. There
were 2,400 nuts exchanged in 10 new seed orchardsestablished
making 17 seed orchardsin al in NY State.

A Board Meeting followed where the budget and fund raising were
discussed and the updated agreementswith National were reviewed.

Commentsfrom membersas they left ... “This wasgreat—just
like a house party-I learned alot-enjoyed the camaraderie—can we
doit again?” The committeethanksall the wonderful volunteers
who made it work.

After a successful and enjoyable weekend, the Fourth Annual
Meeting of ACFNY wasadjourned a noon.




District3 ... Frank Munzer, director, (314) 266-5138.

Two "' seed orchards™ have been established and membershave
planted 100 American chestnut seedlingsin oneand 250inthe
other. A 16" DBH tree hasbeen located and methodsfor
pollinating it are under consideration. Over 10,000people were
exposedto ACFNY through the use of thedisplay on two occasions
and four presentationsof thedlide program.

District 4 ... Lewis Decker, director, (518) 725-Q473

Squirrels put an end to the modest attemptsat raising seedlings
for spring planting. (Lew notesthat afriend of his was successful a
wardingoff squirrelsby growingseedlingsinabird cage). The
dide program has been shownto fivegroupsthisyear. Lew will
expand hisexposureof ACENY to county typefairsthiscoming yesr.

District 5 ... Adrien Gaudreau, director, (518) 882-9424

Thethree trees which were being depended upon for nut
productionhavesufferedfrom blight damage. Evenso itishoped
they will have some flowersthat can be pollinated in the spring.
Seedlings which have been distributed to membersare, in most
cases, quite healthy. Adrien will meet with forestersof thearea
DEC November 10toenlist their assistancein the program and
establishment of one or more**seed orchards." Theslide show has
been shown to club and school groups.

District 6 ... Darrel Rippeteau and Tom Walker,
directors, (315) 782-3153

Darrel hasretired asadirector of ACFNY todevote histimeto
thechairmanship of the New York State Forest Practice Board, a
strong supporter of the effortsto restore the American chestnut.
(Our thanksfor ajob well done and good luck with the new
chairmanship). Tom Walker of Watertown, New York was el ected
to succeed Darrel. Plans have been made to plant seedlingsat the
BrownvilleGame Farm near Dexter, New York as an aternateto the
Lowvillesite whereplantings were adversely impacted by the
severe winter climate. Tom will be announcing important
organizational meetingsafter thefirst of the year.

District 7 ... Roy Hopke, director, (607) 648-5512

Since last November members have planted over 180 seedlings
and sprouted nutsin DEC’s Rogers Environmental Centerin
Sherbume. These havebeen mulched with hardwood bark to keep
competingweedsat bay. Y ellowingleavesregained color when
fertilized with MiracleGro. Limited air flights havelocated two
treesand examination of valley slopeswill be conducted from the
ground. Ingeneral there are many small bearingtreesin thearea
with a potentialy largegenetic base. Hopke hasobserved thereisa
big differencein treesthat can be seen from their beginning.
Outstanding, fast growth trees produce fast-growing and straight
progeny ... and last thelongest. Also heobservesthat the type of
site microclimate and soil determinesthe maximumsizedtree. On
atoughstewith alot of contagion, a 12" treeislarge. A good site
away from fungus hosts might produce a20" tree.

District 8 ... Woody Clark, director, (716) 557-7730

The Didtrict held itsfirst organizational meeting in June withan
attendance of nearly 20 interested persons. All who attended
received an American chestnut seedling courtesy Clark Farms. Tree
shelters and stakes for planting were available. Arleneand Stan
Wirsig enriched the meeting with their knowledge. Thefall seed
crop was seemingly a aloss due to the devastation by the blight of
nearly fifty trees. However, with newly located trees, enthusiastic
new membershelped collect 460 seeds. These weredivided
throughout the state and an equal number received from other areas
at the First Annual Seed Mix. A small "'seed orchard" of American
chestnuts has been planted at the DEC Avon site. Aninoculation
program for district 8 seed treesis well under way. The ACFNY
displayswere exposed to visitorsat threeimportant area fairs.

District 9... Bill Snyder, director, {716) 832-5456

In March, 32 members met to seethe slideshow and plan
activitiesfor theyear. The April Planting Day brought out 62
membersand friends who planted over 200 treesin DEC’s Zoar
Multiple Use Area. Small plantingsare also planned for Audubon's
Beaver Meadow near Javaand the Nature Conservancy's Deer Lick
nature refuge near Gowanda. A work party will be formed to clear
and transplant & thesite of the 22" DBH “Supertree” near Lockport.
Member Bill White has made over eight showingsof the ACFNY
video in the southern area of the District while various members
have accounted for another four in the north.

Tolearn about activitiesin your area, phone your area director?

Restoring the Miajesty of

the Aweriean’ Chestint Tree  {
Arbor Dy 1894

The ACFNY participated with American Ref-Fuel of
Niagarainan Arbor Day event to plant several American
chestnuts in a heavily traveled area of the plant. The
company provided a permanent signto mark the site.
Assisting the planting are (fromleft) Pete Martin, business
manager for American Ref-Fuel; Herb Darling, president
of ACFNY; and Torn Morello, American Ref-Fuel's plant
manager. American Ref-Fuel of Niagara processesmunicipal
solid waste for 35 communities in\WWestern New York.

page 3



Members d Project 2000,; Westein

New York envi
plantar, Az
Delaware Park during an Zarth
Day/Arbor Day ceremorsy in Buffalo.
Buffalo Parks Commissioner Dan
Durawa in business suit above, poke
ar ameeting of several local environ-
mental groupsinciuding ACFNY.

WATGH CNN

CNN will feature American chestnutsin a

show on December 24 at 3p.m. and
Christmas day at 10 a.m.

PILOT TESTING OF
ERUGATIONAL LESSON
PLANS IS SUGCESSFUL

Althoughtheinitial educational lesson
modulesweredesigned for grades 3-5,
during pilot testing last spring over 800
children from grades K-12 were exposed
tothe American chestnut story because
of teacher enthusiasm, In afollow-up per-
formance meeting with the pilot teachers,
the lesson plans and design of basicteacher
educatiocal materials were eval uated.

At the same meeting the unusual niche
the study of American chestnuts provides
was reinforced by the teachers. In contrast to
other endangered species such as the Spotted
Owl, or ecological disasterssuch asthe
destruction of rain forests, the American
chestnut providesz “hands-on” experience
wvolving children in growing seedlings,
planting and nurturing them, and for oider
students, participation in elements of the
ACFNY program.

Inearly 1995, the Education Committee
fBicharsto devalon |6<son plansior gredes
6-12 and implement the total programin
Erie and Niagara Counties astest areas
next spring. Volunteersinterested in
working with this committee should phone
Glen Geiinas at (716) 825-7760.

A poster Sized reproduciiond a

wall chart from 1897 is available for
purchase. It is the “Lewis’ Leaf Chart”
depicting the American chestnut |eaves,
burs and nuts along with other chest
varieties and leavesd several beeches.
Pricesare $5.00 when purchased ar a
counter or $10.00 if purchased by nai | ,

A Gift Has Been Given 70 ACFNY
IN MEMORIAM
EDWARD C. (BUDDY) KEAYE
Deceased 1004

Naw York State Chapter

American Chestnut Foundation Inc.
¢/o Buffalo Museum of Science
1020 Humboldt Parkway

Buffalo, NY 14211

TOPS is TOPS
ACFNY thanks Tops Supermarket
company for its contribution to assist the

chapter's Annual Meetingin Ithaca, New York.

OFFIGERS AMD DIRECTORS ELECTED

At the Annual Meeting, the ACENY
officers werereinstated. They are: Herb
Darling, President; Stan Wirsig, Vice
President; and Arlene Wirsig, Treasurer
and Secretary. Newly electedto the Board
to replace vacancieswere T. Urling Walker,
District 6 and Stephen Jacobi of Alifred

1 Hw-rsny inDistrict 9.




