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| am proud of the progressthat rship of TACFNY, NYS It is my opinionthat TACFN Y should follow whatever. course
DECand SUNY-E:S has mac ur goal of producing a necessary, and form partnerships or collaborative ef
blight resistant American ches rough biotechnology. I am that will help usrec o/ of restoring the timber type A1
‘reasonably surethat very soon éship is abc he chestnut toitsorig:

effects O] the September 11th infamous attack on the Uritea Si
of America by the terrorists. The funding we worked sohardto get
for our program, from the N.Y.S. government, isunsure. The needs -
of the disaster victims must come first, and TACFNY, I am ;
assuming, will have to preparetoseek out temporary new funding
sources fast. The NYShudget isin a state of turmoil at the present
tnne, and I feel we cant count on their funding to keep our program
weWill have to look into new sources, in order t0 reach our
heefforts of our State Senators, Mary Lou Rath, John A.
perransisco and Carl Mdrcel[zrzq are truly appreciated for getzing’

LONG LIVE THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT!

the program to where it is today, and I am sure they will continue to
assist ws, as soon as it becomes possible. - :

On November I & 2, L attended a workshop at the Unwersity of
North Carolinain Durham. The Institute of Forest 13iotechnology
was the sponsor, and its goal is|o assist tlie work of people like -
ourselves, wor icing on biotechnology cures to problenswith trees.
It was decided at themeeting that the American chestnut would be
the very best tree to start with,-as it has high profile. and many
peo_plé want it restored. ’Iﬁ’?éj* are‘considermg Jorminyg

partnershi e funding jor restoration of varic

trees. It is called ~ Heritage Tree Program. There will be furt,
meetings Set up to explore the possibilities of getting this progre....
oﬁ’ the ground soon. _ :

CONGRATULATIONS HERB!

A week after presiding at theN'Y Chapter Annual Meeting,
Herb Darling waselected President of the Board of the National
American Chestnut Foundation at their annual meeting.

Herb wasone of the foundersof the NY State Chapter over

10 yearsago and is thefirst of all Chapter members to be elected
to the highest TACF office. Nice going Herb!
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DISTRICT 1: JOHN POTENTE, DIRECTOR

(Counties of Nassau and Suffolk)
1-516-232-1566

Eight saplingsfrom Long I sland cross-pallinated American chestnut
treesand are now finishing up their second season in Hauppauge (on
theprivatepreserveof Native America). Thefour planted in the shade
areone-foot tall. Thefour growingin thesun are two-feet tall.

Six trees, originally grown from the 1996 upstatefall seed harvest of
TACFNY arenow six feet tall in a planted orchard in Caleb Smith
Park in Smithtown, NY and have produced catkinsfor thefirsttime.

John gave a presentation on the American chestnut and the TACFNY
programfor the MorichesBay Audubon Society in early November.

Thisyear, three moreflowering American chestnut treeswerelocated
on Longlsland.

DISTRICT 2: MARGARET COLLINS, DIRECTOR

(NY CITY)

718-445-6436

District 2isplanningits spring chestnut-mapping project and isseeking
volunteersto serve as borough coordinators. The project will involve
verifyingand mapping any previously reported chestnut trees,
includingtreeslisted in historical databases.

In addition, wewill be seekinggrantsto help fund thisand other
planned projects.

Anyoneinterested in participatingin either project should phone
Margaret or e-mail her at NY CHESTNUT@AOL.COM.

DISTRICT 3: FRANK MUNZER, DIRECTOR

(Counties of Duchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster
and Westchester)

845-266-5138

The" Supertree” Reward Program generated a number of
investigationsand chancesto talk tointerested peopleabout the
American chestnut, someof whom joined TACF. Frank'steam
identified quiteafew 4 to 6inch DBH trees.

Frank reports:*"We cleaned up the two main plantationsin om district,
Lasden and Westhersfield. We picked and brought to the nut exchange,
851 nutsfrom the Lasden Plantation. Thesewereall second-generation
nutsfrom treeswe planted asfar back as1993. There wassome
question concerningthe 1,600 nutsfrom the Weathersfield plantation,
so wewithdrew them from the nut exchange.”

"Wedisplayed thedistricts' display unit at a Specia natureday event at
Lasden, whichwas attended by afair anount of peoplefor anice
Sunday in April."

" Craig Hibben made two presentations, oneto alocd tree company
who hassdes peoplein thefield who wanted to know about the
American chestnut tree. The second group was the Consulting
Forestersand DEC."

After learningabout TA CF from newspaper stories, Ann DuBois
joined and attended the Annual Mesting.

DISTRICT 4: ALLEN NICHOLS, DIRECTOR

(Counties of Albany, Columbus, Delaware, Greene, Montgomery,
Otsego, Rensselear, Schenectady and Schoharie)

607-648-5512

Al reports: "'In conjunctionwith the SupertreeReward offer, | contacted
locdl foresters, gave presentationsat severa sportsman meetings, placed
"wanted" postersin local sports shopsand made up an identification
display consisting of nuts, burs, leaves, a*'wanted" poster and the
TACF brochure. | had theidentificationdisplay at two county fairs."

""Theseresultedin numerousleadsto trees, which kept me busy most of
the summer. The resultswerevery encouraging. | located onetreethat
wasover 18, but it wasdead. Theowner hascut thetreeand is
donating it to the American Chestnut Foundation. | am presently
trying tofind a buyer for it."

"I found two other treesthat wereover 14, but they had the blight very
bad and will not produceany nuts. | also found numerous other treesof
smaller size, which hopefully will producenutsin thefuture.
Consideringthesize of thetreesthat | found, | am very confident that
therearesome Supertreesout therejust waiting to befound.™

Thisspring, Al’s wife, Fran, who teaches3rd gradeat L aurensCentral
School, usad the CharlieChestnut curriculumand ten treesstarted by
the studentswere plantedin Gilbert L ake State Park.

Al also received over 100 two-year-old treesfrom the State Nursery in
Saratogathat he planted with the help of theloca Boy Scouts. These
wereplanted in an areathat wasdevastated by atornadosevera yearsago.

Al continues,"| went flyingto locatetreeswhile they were blossoming.
| did not find any new trees, but large treesthat arein blossomcan be
seen easily from theair: Wewent too early in the morning, so thesun
was not shining on the west side of the hillsor down on the top of trees.
We hopeto try it again next year."”

Al collected over 600 viable nuts this year, but says he had gotten alate
start so many of the nuts had already falen from the burs.
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District 7 testSof wire and tubular extenders t0 the starter tubes for seedlings
has been successful in preventing deer damage as the sapling grows taller.
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_ DISTHRICT NEWS CONT'D. |

DISTRICT 6: T. URLING WALKER, DIRECTOR

(Counties of Jefferson, Herkimer, Lewis, Oneida, and St. Lawrence)
315-782-3153

Tom hasemphasized public awarenessof the American chestnut's
plightand the reasonsfor restoring the valuableforest tree. Growing
the treein the Watertown vicinity has not been easy due to the extreme
changesin temperature and the soil's condition includingitspH.

The DEC station in Lowville has made available twelve saplingswhich
were planted in the " Conservancy Zoo." Eventually,thosethat thrive
will be replanted in a demonstration area with signage tellingof the
blight of the American chestnut and itsfuture.

DISTRICT 7: ROY HOPKE, DIRECTOR

(Counties of Broome, Cayuga, Chenango, Gortland, Madison,
Onondaga, Oswego, Tioga, and Tompkins)

607-648-5512. Snowhawke@juno.com

Memberscontinue to soldier-on with seed collection, presentations to
groupsand continued planting. Roy saysthat iswhat we haveto do
until we have our solution.

About the District's continuing saga with marauding deer. Roy says,

" Resultswere encouraging for our refurbishing of existing planted
treesat Sherburne. Last spring we added wireand tube extensionsto
existing tubes to give more height protection from deer browsing. Some
of thetreessprouted up to 4 feet over the growingseason with the deer
being excluded. Wewill continue with this program next spring."

DISTRICT 8: CHIP LEAVY, DIRECTOR

(Counties of Chemung, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario,
Orleans, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne and Yates)
585-293-2540. CCNURS@eznet.net

Chip and hiswife have been growing between 1,000and 1,500
American chestnut seedlings per year over the past four years. These
have been distributed through the Soil and Water Conservation Dept.
in the District. Thedistribution includesinformation about TACFNY .
Again thispast year Chip participated in Monroe Co's Field Day with
20 minute presentationsto 5th and 6th graders. Heal so spoke before
servicegroup meetingsin the Corningarea.

Chip investigated and confirmed two possible $50 Reward winnersin
the Supertree Promotion. Onewas1 5 DBH, the other 14" DBH.

Pleasestep up and call Chipif you can help intheDistrict. Tree
planting, chestnut identification, educational programs, speaking to
groups and more are some of the items you can helpwith.

DISTRICT 9: BILL SNYDER, DIRECTOR

(Counties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Niagara
and Wyoming)
716-839-5456

Plansarein progressfor boothsat future eventssuch as theErie
County Fair (the largest County fair in America). In April the District
will be back at the chestnut orchard at the DEC’s Zoar Vadley Multiple
Usesitefor maintenance and replacement. Thiswill include the culling
of treesthat are diseased or not pure American.

Director Snyder would like pour helpin speaking to interested groups
and organizations. It isan important communications goa of the
TACFNY . Pleasecontact him.

Here's How You Can Participate in
Restoring Forest Diversity Starting
with the American Chestnut

We needn't just witnessforest destruction: therestoration of the
American chestnut is the beginning of thereversa of the downward
trend. Diversity isnow amatter of decisionweall make, not for the
short term, or for 10 years.. but for thetruly long run, forever.

Asyou can readily see by the number of countiesin each of the
Districtslisted in the " District News'" column, thereisa lot of ground
to cover. Each Director would appreciate hearing from willinghandsin
their areas.

At the Didtrict level thereisacontinuing need to find and identify
existing American chestnut trees. Some needsare more seasonal, such
asexpanding our geneticlinesby pollination, seed collection of newly-
found existing trees, or planting and maintaining the seed orchards.
Other needsare the presentation of the American chestnut story to
servicegroupsand organizations, or sharing timeinaTACFNY
District booth.

Re-establishing our forest biodiversityisa real and long-term need.
Pleasecall your District Director and ask how you can help.

Not listed in the “District News'" is; Director Adrien Gaudreau,
District 5, covering the counties of Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton,
Hamilton, Saratoga, Warren and Washington. 518-882-9424.

Did You Know?

Fifty eles are1 efifty-fiveplanting
sites state. Gen m  will ieed onehundred
geneue uuws w assure the restored ~merican chestnut will beable
to withstand the vagaries of nature, llong-term.

At's Jim Donowick's turn up the tree t0 pick American chestnut burs. Jim and
Tom Deacon shared tree-climbing duties innorthern Pennsylvania while Bill
White supervised from below. Bill says thereis a short period of time after a
forest clear-cut when American chestnuts from old stump sprouts thrive to
produce nuts before the blight cuts them down again. The pickers brought in
six bushels of nuts in a Sngleday.
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' New pollen transformation research
v Three genes for blight resistance
\ Harvesters collect 11,000 nuts

By Stan Wirsig, ¥ 2 TACFNY

In early summer of 2001 our harvestersbrought Professor Danny
Fernando at the Collegeof Environmental Scienceand Forestry
(CESF) " severd shoeboxes' of American chestnut catkinsfor his
researchon pollen transformation. They broughtin pollenfor about a
month, findingearly pollen at different timesin different sites. Dr. Fred
Hebard at Meadowviewal so supplied immaturepollen as Dr. Danilo
Fernando requested, earlier than New York pollen wasavailable.

Danny started work on the new pollenimmediately and stored somein
therefrigerator, in thefreezer and in liquid hydrogen, which will keep
indefinitely until needed. At the annual meeting in October, Dr.
Fernando gavean interestingpresentation of different experiments
being tried: Parti cle bombardment (with the gene gun); microinjection
(timeintensive but new techniquesmakeit feasible); and electroporation
(application of highintensity but short surgeof electricity).

We saw green fluorescent cells(amarker) in someof hismicrographs of
pollen tubesindicatingtransformation. Thiswork is continuing,along
with theongoing research of Dr. CharlesMaynard and Dr. William
Powdl and their teams.

Dr. Maynard's team ismaking "tredets” in thelab by tissueculture,
acclimatizingand planting them outdoors after mastering eachstep in
thetrees life. This knowledgewill guidethe scientistsat CESF in
findingtheright stage of growth to insert atiny ring of genes(a
plasmid) to fend off the blight. When a blight sporefallsinto afresh
wound or even adamp treecrotch, an American chestnuttreeis
doomed without some kind of protection.

During the October Annual Meeting Dr. Danilo Fernando explained some
of the different experiments he is pursuing to transform American chestnut
pollen. If successful, the pollei’s use will save considerable timein
producing resistant trees for.reforestation.

Dr. Powdl haschosen threegenesfor a blight resistant plasmid to use
in transformati on: chitinase, oxalate oxidase,and asmall peptide. The
strategy isto have 3 genesin casethe blight mutatesto silence one, or
even two, (aremote possibility).

Chitinaseisan enzymethat dissolveschitin, whichisa hard, tough
complex sugar used by fungi as theshdll of itsspores. To seehow the
defendinggenesrepulsethe blight's attack, it may makeit clearer to
remember that green plantsproduce a sugar during photosynthesis
caled glucose. It's also called grapesugar or blood sugar becauseit's
carriedin human blood to power our muscles. Glucosecan be
assembled into the substancecdled chitin, which isalso used by insects
for their shells(exoskeletons). Tropical peopleeat insectsso perhaps
man hasthe gene that dissolveschitinase, thus gaining nourishing
glucose. (Have you served any chocol atecovered antslately?)

Blight makesoxalicacid to kill chestnut cells before digestingthem. A
gene product called oxalate oxidase destroysthisacid. Man may have
thisgenesinceweenjoy thetart taste of oxalicacid in our spinach, and
it doesn't ssem to hurt us

Thethird geneisasmall peptide that blocksastepin theblight's
growth. Thispeptide isa protein that we can digest, but won't have to
sincethe promotor doesnot act in nutsor leaves, only in the bark
(cambium).Thusit doesnot affectinsectsthat feed on chestnut leaves
incasethey areimportant pollinators.

Tosummarize: The blight attacks; the promotor turns on the genes; the
genemakesagene product; the product actsto correct thesituation;
the promotor turns genes off. Genesact by producinga gene product
such asenzymes, hormones, etc.

Our fall harvesters brought in the biggest harvest wehave ever had for
theexchange: 11,000 nuts. Our planters' requestswerefilled first for
increasingour orchards, then CESF received alarge number for
research, and the N'Y DEC Nursery, also TACF for programsin Ohio,
Connecticutand Maine. It's also the first timewe haveever recorded
over 1,000 nutsfrom one tree.

Dr. Richard Zander of the BuffaloMuseum of Science, who doesthe
taxonomy for the New Y ork Chaptér, detected hybrid signs ina few
trees, the nutsof which werenot used for the pure American plantings.
Thefidd crewsaretaking a hard ook at theseto consider a plan for
roguing, aswel asthe trees which were found during the survey done
in 2000. We plan to check al orchardsagain, hopefully next summer.

We havereached another program milestone. The databasefor our
genealogy hasto beextended to identify the 3rd generation. The
significancedf thisis that we havelooked at each of 3 generationsof
family (cell) linesand any linewith seriousfaultswill be rogued. Except
for the hybrids, sofar, no defects haveshown up, althoughit isstill a
little early to besure.

AsDr. Jim Coufal. retired Dean of Forestry, Professor Emeritusat
CESF, and one of our speskersat the annual meetingsaid: "' Keepon
doing what you're doing and plant lotsof good trees"

Many thanksto dl of you for your hard work in doingjust that.
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- ONAQUAGA-ONYESIA-KOUKOUSE

By John Ellis, TACFNY Director

Onaquagawas an ancient Iroquoian village
that occupied anisland in the Susguehanna
River, approximately two (2) miles upstream of
the present day Village of Windsor, Broome
County. Onaquaga, whichtranslatesto " Place
of Wild Grapes," wasthe stronghold of the
Mohawk Leader, Joseph Brant, who fought on
thesideof the British during the American
Revolution.

On theWest Branch of the Delaware River at
thepresent day Village of Deposit, NY, was
another Indian villagecalled KooKoose. In the
languageof the Delaware (Lenni-Lenape)

I ndians, Kookoose meant ""Owl's Nest" or
"Placeof Owls" An archeologica digduring
thewinter and spring of 2001 puts human
habitationat thissite to be 1,000 yearsbefore
the present.

Linking the two villageswasan old and
important Indian trail whichconnected the
Onaquagaand K ookoosevillages. The route of
thisimportant trail waschosen becauseit was
theshortest portage between the Delawareand
SusguehannaRivers. Thistrail was much used
by both the Native Indiansand the early
Europeansettlers. (Editor'snote: Thistrail
runsthrough theauthor's property.)

Interesting as these historical factsare, you
may ask, "'What has this to do with Castanea
dentata?” The first evidenceof agriculturein
New York State has beenfound in Broome
County and dates back about 1,000 years.

Of coursethiswasthe agricultureof
"TheThreeSisters™—corn (maize), beansand
squash. But theArchaiclndianshave beenin
New Y ork Statefor approximately 6,000 years.
So what did theseancient peoplesurviveon?
One part of theanswer might be“Onye”Sta)’
an Iroquoian word for chestnuts.

Michael Kudish, in hisrecently published
book, " The Catskill Forest— A History," states
that Native Americansand the nut trees

(includingthe chestnut) arrived simultaneously.

Thelndians' practiceof burningthe vegetation
for agriculture resulted in the nut trees
migrating North with them. He specul atesthat
these Archaiclndians might even have planted
someof thesenut trees.

In 1769, Mr. Richard Smith, a lavyer from
Burlington, New Jersey, traveled up the
Hudson and Mohawk Riversand downthe
Susguehannatoinspect and survey aland

grant near the present day villageof Otego,
Otsego County. On hisreturn trip home he
continued down the Susquehanna, stopping at
Onaquagaand then by horseback acrossthe
portage trail to Kookoose.

Both whiletraversingthe Susguehannaand at
Kookoose, Mr. Smith did observethe Indians
burningthe woodlands. Heal so noted the
presence of chestnut treesgrowing along the
courseof the portagetrail.

TheIndians firemethod of land clearing for
agricultureal soencouraged the spread of fire
tolerant tree gpecies,such asoaksand chestnuts.
The Indiansmay also have used fire to improve
conditionsin their huntinggrounds. Sincethe
Americanchestnut tree produced a largeand
dependablecrop of nuts, theearly Indians also
may havefollowed theexampleof thesquirrel
and thebluejay by plantingchestnut seedsas
both afood crop for themsdlvesand asa
wildlifefeed for their gameanimals. The bark
of the chestnut treewas used alsoto cover the
longhousesand wigwamsof the Indians.

Remnant chestnut treesaround theformer
villages of Onaguagaand Kookooseaswedl as
thetrail between them havecontributed to
TACFNY’s program to restorethe American
chestnut to our forests. Thisisduemainly to
theefforts of JamesDonowick who has
conducted fieldwork and seed collectionfrom
treesgrowing on ridges above thelocation of
both villagesand the high forestsalong the
portagetrail.

It givesone agood feding to dream that it may
have been the American Indian who first
brought the chestnut treeto New York State.
It'sanother good feding to hopethat the
effortsof TACFNY may return the" King™
totheforest.
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If you know a grade3 through
grade 6 school teacher, please puss
along a few of these brochures
outlining TACF's onlineand
classroom interdisciplinary
curriculum. Contact for- copies:
TACF (802 ) 447-0110 or
chestnut@acf.org.

Postal address; Box 4044, Suite | .
Bennington, VT 05201
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School Educational

Program

Now on Website —
www.charliechestnut.org

TACFNY’S five-year-old CharlieChestnut
educational program originally developed for
grades3 through 5 has been readapted by
TACFfor usethroughout the USA. Still
directed for classroomwork, it isaresourcefor
anyonewho wantsto learn about the American
chestnut, itsecology, history and uses And it
opensthe door to a genera understanding of
tree biology, forest ecology, and the
interdependenceof forest, treesand wildlife.

The Website isa tour through Charlie's
scrapbook, whichillustrateshisgrand and
sometimestragichistory. Through lessonsin
Americasliving history and global culture,
childrenlearn social studies. The Website
teaches sciencewith afocus on treegrowth,
forest ecology,and biodiversity. Math isused to
highlight Charli€'s family's stature and history.
Severa games help teach tree identification,
vocabulary,and introducechildren to the food
chain. Teacher's resourcesincludeafreeonline
newsletter,lesson plans, vocabulary lists, plus
additional readingmaterial sto expand the
curriculum (and opportunity to download the
entireoriginal classroom handbook). Thereis
evenasection that providescareer information.

The expanded Charlie Chestnut program was
developed by TACFin cooperation with the
Internet develdper KnowledgeEnvironments,
Inc. The Environmental Education Curriculum
Packageisavailablefor $99. If you know any
elementary school teachers, ask them to check
the Website: www.charliechestnut.org.

7L N

Chestnut | ©®

Education
Program
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- 111H ANNUAL MEELING HIGHLIGHIS

THEY CAME IN LAUGHING

Folkscoming to the 11 th Annual Meeting of
theNY Chapter of TACF had just read the
Painted Post/Corning Holiday | nn Marquee-
"WELCOMEAMERICAN CHESTNUTS!"
It wasasmall marquee.

In his welcomingremarks October 20,
President Darlinggave someof the highlights
of the year 2001, and reported theresults

of thenew Reward Program seekingtofind
undocumented American chestnut mother
trees in New York. Flyershave been distributed
through the NY DEC offices plus newsrelesses.
Over 250 responses have been recaived although
no " Supertrees” havebeenfound. Thereare
someyoung additionsto the mother tree bank.

A presentation of the biotechnology research
being doneat the College of Environmental
Scienceand Forestry in Syracuse(CESF) was
given by Dr. CharlesMaynard and Dr. Danilo
Fernando. Dr. Maynard describedsome of the
interestingwork they are doing. Dr. Fernando
intrigued everyonewith the™ green spots™
shownin someof hismicrographsindicating
transformation.(Seethe ScienceReport.)

Dr. Paul Sisco, TACF Staff Geneticist, brought
usan excellent update on the back-cross
research beingcarried out at the TACF
Meadowview Farmsin Virginia. They are now
tothe point of BC3F3 nutsand approaching
thetime of having the American/Chinese
15/16ths treein the next few years Work isalso
beingdoneto add to thecdl linesand increase
geneticdiversty.

i o S e S RS e

During the two Annual Meeting Workshops, those seated heard James Coufal, Prof. Emeritus, CEST,

Dr. Richard Zander of the Buffalo Museum of
Science, who does the taxonomy for our
Chapter, conducted an expert identification
workshop offering various techniquesfor
detectinghybrid strains.

JamesCoufal,former Dean of Forestry at
Syracuse, and Professor Emeritusat CESF,
conducted aworkshopon aspectsin the history
of the American chestnut sincetheiceage
whichshould beconsidered in the restoration -
wind, water, fire, type of soil throughout the
range. Hisquestion of ,"*What isan American
Chestnut?” as indicated in our mission
statement stirred much corridor discussion.

L uncheonwas highlighted by DEC forester
"Billy" Morriswhotold usstoriesof the
former great chestnut forestsin the area, and
regretted thelack of any remaining bigtreesfor
afiddtrip. Even thenameof our immediate
location “gang mills” referred to thegiant
sawmillswherechestnutlumber wasthe most
important product. He urged that land and
trees be conserved not just preserved.

A fidd trip to the newly renovated Coming
GlassMuseum and visitsto the historic
Market Street wereenjoyed during the
afternoon. The hard working harvest exchange
team preceded their trip with preparingthe
packagingof the nut mixturesfor the various
planters. It was greetly expeditedthisyear by
computer gurus Jm and Dana Kruser who
brought their whole set up of computer,,
monitor and printer which provided fast sorting
and printed stickers. It was much appreciated.

discussing what should be considered in reforestation. The group standing at top right isgathered around
Dr. Zander, Curator at the Buffalo Museum of Science, ashe conducted an expert identification workshop.

President Darlingmadea presentation of an
Americanchestnut plaqueto Sharon Lapierre,
CESF Lab Manager, for her 7 years of work
and achievementsin the American chestnut
research program. Her recent researchwith the
TLC project (Tender LovingCare) has made
her even moreapart of thefamily. This
entailed farming out treelets grownfrom tissue
culturein thelab to variousTACFNY
membersto carefor on their property, monitor
and then report to Sharon for the records. She
will be missed.

Our keynotedinner speaker, Mr. Marshal
Case, Executive Director of TACF, brought us
upto dateon national happenings. Among
themwere.. TACF now has8 Chapterswith
Tennesseeto be accepted at the 2001 national
meetingand Alabamaand New Hampshirein
thewings.. the national membershipis now
over 5000... and the national budgetisa
proposed $1,100,000for 2002.

Marshal continued by saying... thereisa
beginning effort to unify the databasesystem
o all Chapter chestnut plantersand a
workshop will beheld to discuss various
approaches.. a new partnership hasbeen
developed with Penn Stateto work with
advanced Meadowview nutsand havea
presencein their new arboretum. Ten acres
have been committed to chestnut plantingand
amembershipeducation area... and enthusiasm
is beingshown for the new onlineeducational
program based on the N'Y Chapter's original
CharlieChestnut program (see" School
Educational Program” in thisissue).

New goalsand budget for 2002 were adopted
at theannual Board meeting, October 21.

At theconclusionof the 11th Annual Mesting,
the comment often heard was ""Now rkot wesa
stimul ating weskend! "'

ThanksTo:

» Member Richard Pope of Corning, both for
hischestnut-wood kal e doscope,which was
auctioned for the Chapter's benefit,and
for his roleof magicianat thechestnut
annual dinner.

» Member Bethany White who conducted the
very successful raffle.

+ And dl those who contributed to making the
Annual Mesting thesuccessthat it was.
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. BEWARD

Reward for finding a "Supertree™
extendedthrough 2002

The Rewards Program for those finding new
American chestnut ** Supertrees™ during 2001
wasonly partially successful. Although our
District Directors chased down over 250 |eads,
only two werelocated with diametersover

1 4DBH. However, perhapshalf of the
investigationsturned up American chestnuts
that with luck could survivetheblight to reach
Reward sizein the future.

Because TACFNY did not reach itssizegoal
despitepublicinterest, it has been decided to
continuethe Reward Program through 2002.
TACFNY will pay 3100for thefirst 10
Americanchestnut treesover 18' DBH and $50
for thefirst 10 over 1 4 DBH. The treesmust
bein NY State, found during 2002, and not
previoudy recorded by TACFNY It isnecessary
that the property owner allow accessfor
identification, pollination and/or seed collection.

Foridentificationmaterial writefor TACFNY’s
"ldentificationBulletin” or vist thefollowing
websites: www.acf.org and the Botany section
of the Buffalo Museum of Scienceweb page,
wiww. buffalomuseumofscience.org|

botchestnut. szimr/chkey. hum.

Toclaimyour reward, send a twig with a few
leavesand, if possible, several leavesfrom
different areasof thetreeto: Dr. Richard
Zander, TACFNY, ¢/o Buffalo Museum of
Science, 1020 Humbol dt Parkway, Buffalo,
NY 14211. If you have questions, please
contact your District Director.

ELECTIONS

At theAnnual Meeting thefollowing were dected
tothe Board of Directorsfor the year 2002;

Thomas Deacon Ted Kozlowski
Jim Donowick Dr. CharlesLamb
John Ellis Alan Nichols
Adrien Gaudreau Dr. John Potente
Craig Hibben T. UrlingWalker
Bill White

(The abovewill join other membersserving
longer terms.)
Also, thefollowingofficersfor 2002 were el ected:

Herbert F. Darling Jr., President
Stanley Wirsig, VicePresident
ArleneWirsig, Treasurer and Secretary
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REWARD! FOr additional | D information

write for TACFNY's “Identification Bulletin®

or se the website of the Botany section of the Buffalo Museum of Science,
www.buffalomuseumofscience. orglbotchestnut. htmr/chkey. htm or TACFEF website www.acf.org.

LONG LIVE THE
NEW " SUPERTREE"

During theyear 2001, thelargest known
Americanchestnut treein N'Y State
succumbed to thedeadly blight. Dubbed the
“Tarbox” treg, it measured afull 23.4in
diameter at breast height (DBH). It grewin
Arkwright Townshipin the county of
Chautauqua and by cross-pollinationwith the
“Nagle” tree produced over 150 nuts, which
arenow in the ACFN'Y genepool.

Asthelargest treein thestate, it reigned as
TACFNY''s Supertree,itsowner receivingthe
" Supcrtree Award."

Now that it isgone, the honor will be bestowed
on the"' Friendship' treewhichmeasures 18.5
DBH. Thistreeislocated in thetown of
Friendshipin thecounty of Allegany and was
discovered by its owner, Phil Ackerman, in
1999. It isan exceptionally healthy treewithno
signsof the blight.

At our recent Annual Meeting, Dale Travis, a
member from NY City, offered to preparea
new commemorativeplague. The
"Friendship" treewill reign asthe NY State
“Supertree” until onelarger isfoundor it also
diesfrom the blight. The plaguewill then move
on to the new owner.

100 YEARS AGO

Thefollowing areclipsfrom The Deposity
Courier, a Southern Tier newspaper, submitted
by John Ellis, TACFNY Director.

October 17,1900-Chestnutsare plentiful this
season. Bert Thomasof Sherman shipped a
largequantity to New York last week. Over
4,000 pounds were al so shipped from Oxford
toNew York.

July 25,1901~ If present indicationshold
good, an immensecrop of chestnutswill be
gathered thisfall. The burrsare beginning
to appear.

September 19,1901 — Signs of fall abound, the
leavesare beginning to turn and chestnutshave
made their appearancein themarket.

October 4,1901 -Chestnutsare bringing$10 a
bushelin New York now. Many in thisvicinity
are shipping. Thefirst lotsbrought $13.

November 28,1901 — Lumber lot for sale—
100 acres, 7 nuiles from Cannonsville,

near Rock Royal. Has standing 600,000 feet
second-growthtimber, 3,000 chestnut ties
and 200,000feet of maple.

December 4,1901 — Twelve tons of chestnuts
have been shipped from Montrose, PA
thisfall.
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A thoughz‘ for Auz‘umn-i s

A stillness, the bark o] aclog jai away
i ngese winging the forest cover ' e
A chipmun disappears behind a skeleton of an old chestnut -~ wnp
The chatte of'a red squirrel dropping burrs to be openecz later
- A4 continuo from nature’s fortzst haven %
~ The gracef » mighty red oak blend in 1 with the mdjestic Anierican Chestnufs
TIr's that time of year inae ~ almost upon us. that silenice, we il in the air, that gust of wind that seems to
S up behind us g sl :

It' time for the nut gathereis to enter i
By Bruce Gri

Burford Tree ‘

Grand River Conserva ity

Burford, Ontario, Canada



