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Susquehanna River Basin Commission

• Federal-interstate compact 

commission 

• New York, Pennsylvania, 

Maryland & United States

• Mission: enhance public 

welfare through comprehensive 

planning, water supply 

allocation & management of 

water resources of basin 



Hurricane Agnes June 1972



January 1996 
Walnut St Bridge - Harrisburg

Lower Susquehanna River

Market St Bridge - Harrisburg

Safe Harbor Dam



SRBC Flood Risk Reduction Strategy

• Promote non-structural 
solutions.

• Flood Forecast and Warning is 
paramount to save lives and 
protect property.

• Partnerships are people based 
connections and a most effective 
tool for flood risk reduction. 



Montour County Flood Warning System 

Pennsylvania Silver Jackets

• Interagency Collaboration (USACE, 
USGS, FEMA, PEMA, Montour County 
Emergency Management)

• Phase 1 – Provide advanced warning 
for Washingtonville, PA

• Hydrologic and Hydraulic modelling to 
determine warning lead times

• Siren Warning System



• Originally developed as ArcGIS 
plug-in 25 years ago 

• Online tool for establishing flood 
risk within a community

• Provides parcel level damage 
assessments

• Provides response actions based 
on forecast river level

Susquehanna Flood Warning and Response System





Flood Assessment Structure Tool (FAST)



• Preparedness begins with 
understanding risk!

• Mother nature will always 
“one-up” herself!

• Resilience is a team effort!

Closing Thoughts
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