International Research Experience for Graduate and Undergraduate Students
Ecological Research in Spain   
When: June-July 2012
Where: Madrid, Spain

What:  A 4-6 week research trip to Spain for four students, supervised by two Penn State faculty 
· Students will gain hands-on experience with research approaches in global change ecology, studying interactions among vegetation, soils, climate, and land use through time and space.  
· Students will engage in field research with two research groups centered in Madrid.  Students will contribute to field research underway at the Spanish institutions, as well as lead independent research projects that compliment established research themes. 

· Prior to the trip to Spain, students will participate in a Spring 2012 course “Global change ecology research in Spain”.  This 3-credit course will include discussions of research articles in the field of global change ecology, as well as logistical preparations for international travel. 
· All expenses for student travel, lodging, and food will be covered by a grant from the National Science Foundation International Research Experiences for Students.  The grant also provides a stipend for each student.

Who should apply?  

· Undergraduate students interested in field research, ecology, soils, vegetation, and global change

· Students interested in an international research experience

· Undergraduates finishing their 2nd or 3rd years in Spring 2012
· Mature, independent students who are comfortable with international travel

· Preference will be given to students with basic knowledge of Spanish 
· Applicants must be US citizens or residents.

To learn more: Please contact Margot Kaye in the School of Forest Resources or Jason Kaye in the Department of Crop and Soil Sciences. 

To apply: Send the following information via email to Margot Kaye or Jason Kaye by DEC 5th, 2011 (contact information below):

· A Curriculum vitae or resume including GPA and contact information for two references 

· A one-page summary of why you would like to participate in the embedded research in Spain. Include how the experience fits in to your academic, professional, and personal goals. 
Contact:

Margot Kaye



Jason Kaye

mwk12@psu.edu


jpk12@psu.edu 
303 Forest Resources Bldg

416 ASI

(814) 865-4841


(814) 863-1614

